HAPPY MERCHANDISE 
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WISD UOmyI 


Excellency darkly diſcovered , 


O R 


Rather greatly obſcured by Words without 
knowledge 


By CHARLES PHELPES. 
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W1sSDOME is better then Rubies, and all the things 
that may be deſired are not to be come 
pared to it. Proverb. 8. 11. 
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— --. He great deſigne of men 
25-40 * 4 generally is ro exerciſe 
IF I themſelves unto that 
* which may be gainfull, 
and-profitable unto them, and to 
that.end many men take a great dea- 
le of paines, and weary themſelves, 
and adycnture themſelves into ma- 
ny dangers, that they may increaſe 
to themlelves: and becauſe their 
Wiſdome i is folishnels , and their 
knowledge bruitishneſs, therefore 
they labour for ſuch riches as will 
not cruly inrich them nor makethem 
happy.in the accountofGod,if they 
finde the life of their harids; and for 
ſuchalſo as areuncertaine both asta 
the getting and keeping , Prov. 23. 
4.5. Now then, that the Ho: Ghoſt 
may take us at from labouring for 
that which will nor ſatisfy, he here 
commends to us a better, and indu- 
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ring ſubſtance. Which is of infinite 
and eternall worth and value , that 
we mightnot forlying vanities for- 
fake our owne mercies: And com- 
mendeth to us the excellency of 
the Merchandiſe it{elfe, or way of 
getting 1t : That we might labonr, 
not for that meat which perished , 
but ſor this which 1indureth unto 
everlaſting life, which the ſon of 
man will give unto us. O that we 
may all {o conſidererit , that, cea- 
ſing from our owne Wiſdome, we 
may get Wiſdome , this Wiſdome 


of God, which 1s the principall 


thing, and with all 'our gettings 
get underſtanding; that we may, at 
laſt, inherit glory, when shame shall 
be the promotion of fooles. 
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Proverb. 3.13, 14. Happy [ is] the man 
that findeth Wiſdome, and the man that 
getteth (or draweth out ) underſtanding : 
bor the e Merchandiſe of it 1s better then 
the Merchandiſe of ſulver ; and the gaine 
thereof then fine gold. 


=\ His Booke of the Proverbs of Salomon 
>>) though in many places thereof, it ſeemeth 
js NOT tO have ſuch dependance and con- 

fa, nexion as other places of the ſcripture of 
SS truth , yet is fitly diſpoſed ; and the Pro- 
verbs therein are orderly placed , for becauſe the prea- 
cher was wiſe. He gave good heed, and ſought out, 
and ſet in order many Proverbs , Eccle/. 12. 9. yea in- 
deed theſe words of the wiſe , though ſpoken by Salo- 
mon, yet came not by his will, but he ſpokeas he 
was moved by the Ho: Ghoſt. 2 Pety. 1.20, 21. and 
they areall given from one shepherd, even from Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the great shepherd of the sheep , and God 
in him Ecele/. 12. 9,11. Who is the God of order, 
and not of confuſion, And therefore if we ſee. not that 
wiſe order and diſpoſing of them, its meet for us to 
take shame to our lelves and judge our ſelves: and 
tocry to him who putceth Wiſdome into the inward 
parts, and giveth underſtanding to the heart, to teach 
us what we ſce not : and to open our eyes to behold 
wondrous thing out of his law , Fo 38. 36. and 34. 
31, 32. 

And the Principall end of writing the Proverbs, 
was, to know Wildome, ro make it knowne, and 
thar we might know it, and know that it is the princt- 
pall thing Prov. 1. I, 2,and 4. 7. and there force ip the 
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nine firſt chapters of it ; there isa large commendation 
of Wiſdome , and declaration , and diſcovery of its ex- 
cellency , with manifold. intiraations that we may be 
made partakers of it ; anddirections how we may fin- 
de, and get it ; and there fore many invitations ro get 
it; andaffirmations , and demonſtrations of the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of him that hath , and retaineth it ; and of the 
miſery , and wretchedneſs of him that refuſeth it : with 
many warnings and cautions to take heed of the evill 
man and woman , even of all evill perſons and ſpi- 
rits, who would hinder 'us, or'call us off from ſee- 
king it, that we might have fellowship with them in 
eating of their bread of deceit, and 1n their unfruit- 
full workes of darkneſs : all which words of the wiſe 
are pleaſant and profitable. For this holy man , as di- 
rected by that one shepherd, ſought to finde out ac- 
ceptable words, words of delight; and that which was 

ritten was upright, even words of truth. And theſe 
words of the wiſe are as goads, to pricke and provoke 
us , that whe may not be ſlothfull, but diligent follo- 
wers after Wiſdome : and as nailes faſtened by the ma- 
ſters of aſſemblies (in a ſure place) which are given 
from one $hepherd ; upon which we may leaneand 
depend and have our truſt in the Lord according to 
them ; that our faith may not ſtand in the Wiſdome 


_ of men, but in the power of God Eeclef. 12. 10, 11. 


And theſe words we have propoſed to conliderer , 
and ſpeak unto , are added to that inſtruction ſet dow- 
ne, Yl. 11. 12. My ſen, deſpiſe nov the chaſtening 
of the Lord ; neither be weary of his correftion ; or 
faint not when thou art rebuked of him , Hebr. 12. 5. 
for whom the Lord Joveth he correcteth &c., To fig- 
nify tow, either. 

I. That the end of God in all his chaſtenings and 
corrections of us, while it isthe day of his grace and 
patience 1s to drive out of us that foolishneſs _ 
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bound up in our hearts , Prov. 22. 15. and to awaken 
us, and ingage us to apply our heans to Wiſdome, 
P/al. go. 7, 12. for the rod and reproofe give Wiſdo- 
me, Prov. 29. 15. he doth not correct and chaſten us 
for his pleaſure ſimply , but for our profit , that we - 
might be partakers of his holineſs , even of Chriſt , 
who is nah 1 Wiſdome , and righteouſneſs , and ho- 
lineſs &c. Hebr. 12.5, 10. Lament. 3. 33. and there- 
fore it is unſeemly for us to deſpiſe , and ſet light by 
Gods chaſtenings , or faint when rebuked of him ; be- 
cauſe he hath ſuch a gracious end therein, that we 
might ſeek ,and finde Wiſdome, and apply our hearts 
to Gods underſtanding. Or. 

2. He doth hereby dire& usunto , and commend 
unto us, that excellent meanes , and thing , where by 
we may be helped and ſtrengthned neither to deſpiſe 
Gods chaſtenings, nor faint when he rebuketh us, 
namely , this ſound Wiſdome and underſtanding , 
which is profitable in and under all afflictions, and 
unto all things todireCt us, Eccle/. 10. 10, and ſo it is 
as if heshould ſay : that you may behave your ſelves 
comely , and laudably under Gods affliting hand , ſo 
asnot to erre on the one hand , or onthe other , need- 
full it is to get Wiſdome, and an happy man he is 
that getteth underſtanding. For this will shew untous , 
that he never correcteth but when our need requires it, 
and to ſeale our inſtruction : that we might not ſer 
light by his chaſtenings : and rhis acquaints us with his 
gracein Chriſt, and gracious end and intention in all 
his debatings with us , that we might not be weary , or 
faint in our mindes : for it is out of love, and for our 
good that he taketh this paines with us, and is now juds 
| o us and this conſidered, is proper and power- 

ull to teach and helpe us to rejoyce in the tribulations 
he is ordering. Hence when the Apoſtle James exhor- 


teth, and inſtructs the beleivers, to count it all joy 
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(8) 
when they fall into diverstemptations &c. he addes ; 
if any of you lack Wiſdome let him ack of God, Jam. 
-T. 235. intimating to us, that Wiſdome will inſtruct, 
and ftrengthen us to carry our ſelves evenly under 
trialls and temptations , and halpe us to rejoyce in that 
which ſeemeth to be greivous fo the Apoſtle , to the 
end the coloſſians might be ſtrengthned to all patience, 
and long ſuffering with joyfullneſs , prayeth , that the 
might befilled with the knowledge of Gods will in all 
Wiſdome and ſpirituall underſtanding , that they 
might Walk worthy of the Lord in all conditions , 
unto all pleaſing , Colofe 1. 9, 11. this Wiſdome will 
help us to judge well of God ar all times, and of his 
dealings with us when he writes bitter things againſt us : 
needfull therefore it is that we ſecke and ſearch for 
this that we may not {leight, nor {inke under the cor- 
rections he is ordering. Or. 

3. He addeth this affirmation of the happineſs of 
the man that finde:h Wiſdome, &c. after the former 
admonition , to ſignify tous , that now when Gods 
hands lifred up, and he is judging us, it is high time 
toa wake out of fleep, and to ſeek after this moſt ex- 
cellent thing , that it may be well with us: it is good, 
profitable , and needfull at all times to get Wiſdome ; 
but then eſpecially ſo when his judgments are among(t 
us, and upon us: for if the preſent opportunity be ne- 
pleted, we may be deprived of another ; and to the 
end we may be kept from evill both: now and for ever , 
hence the Apoſtle inſ{tructerh the beleivers to redeeme 
the time from this motive, becauſe the dayes are evill; 
finfull , and full of afflictions , and judgments : whe- 
refore, ſaith he , be ye not unwiſe but underſtanding. 
What the will of the Lord us Epheſ. 5. 15-17. So 
when Moſes the man of God had been declaring and 
bewailing the manifold afflictions. himſelfe and the 


people were under, ſaying , we are A orrangers by 
thine 
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thine anger , and by thy wrath we are troubled , thow 
haſt ſer our ſins before thee, our ſecret fins in the 
light of thy countenance, &c, He then prayeth, ſs 
teach us to number our dayes , that we may apply our 
hearts to Wiſdome , {ignitying to us thereby , that 
now eſpecially our hearts should beſtiried up, and 
provoked to rurne from our iniquities, and under- 
ſtand his truth ; and to take faſt hold of inſtruction , 
and not ler her goe, to keep her for she 1s our life, 
P/al. go. 7, 12. Daniell 9. 13. Or. 

4. He nowsheweth unto us wherein happineſs con- 
ſiſteth, and who is the happy man, to wit, he thar 
findeth Wiſdome, that this may be a comfort to us in 
all our aMictions , and in and under all Gods corre- 
Ctions , and rebukes , be they never {o heavy and grie- 
vous, and though there by God should {trip us naked 
and bare, and take away from us all this Worlds good, 
and we should berendred amongi{t men milerable, 
wretched creatures , and looked upon as moſt un hap- 
py perſons ; yet this one thing , even Wiſdome , wall 
render us truly happy , and bleſled in the account of 
him thar judgeth righteouſly , and of thoſe that are 
taught of him. Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſie« 
veſt, 0 Lord, and teacheſ} him out of thy law, Pal. 
94. II, 12, Men in their vaine thoughts thinke, that 
they are accurſed and miſerable ones whom God cha» 
ſtencth , tough there by he give them Wiſdome z but 
their thoughts are vaine and foolish : ſuch 1s the ex» 
cellency ot this heavenly Wildome anc underitanding, 
as that it alone will make them truly happy that have it, 
though Godin and by his judgments and corrections 
Should ſo impoverish them as that they should be as 
__ as was Chriſt , who had not where on to lay 

is head : and ſuchalone is its excellency , as that though 
a manshould gaine the whole World, and be withour 
thus pearle of great price , he would be a poore , mi- 
Ax5 | (erable z. 
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ſerable , pitteous creature. This is good for us now to 
conſider , when God is pleading with us in rebukes 
in our nation generally, by manifold aflictions and 
judgments , and in great decay of trading : when men 
are minished and broughtlow thorow oppreſflion , af- 
fliction and ſorrow, and God is ſtaining the pride of 
our glory ; yet this is a pearle of ſuch great price and 
worth , that it will indeed render happy, and truly 
inrich them that have and retaine it, though they 
should be naked, and deſtitute of daily food: Oh! 
that it were ſo conſidered by us, that we might with 
fervency ſeeke it , and give no fleep to our eyes, nor 
ſlumber ro our eye-lidds till we finde it; and that for 
the ſake thereof, we might count all other things but 
. Joſs anddung, that we might win, and be made par- 
takers of it. 

In the words themſelves we have. 

1. Anaffirmation of the happineſs of the man that 
findeth Wiſdome, and of the man that getteth under- 
ſtanding , yl. 13. | 

2. A Generall Demonſtration, and evidence of the 
happineſs of fucha man, and a commendation of the 
exerciſe it ſelfe, laid downe as a Motive, andargu- 
ment to ingage us to ſeeke, that we may finde and 
petit, Yy1. 14. 

rt. An affirmation of the happineſs of the man thar 
findeth Wiſdome , and getterth (or draweth out) un- 
derſtanding , yſ. 13. | 

In which affirmation , we hall , God aſliſting. 

I, Speak ſome what by way of explication. 

2. Note ſome inſtructions contained in this Aﬀir- 
mation. 

1. By way of explication , and opening , we shal 
inquire into , and conſider theſe two things which are 
needfu]l to be knowne by us. 

1. What is this Wiſdome andunderſtanding here 
commended to us? 2, What 
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2. What isthis finding and getting it ? 

x. Whatis this Wiſdome, and underſtanding here 
commended to us. | 

To that we may ſay , that by both expreſſions one 
and the ſame thing may be meant, and ſignified, as 
appeareth, in that the Demonſtration and motive is 
ſo ſet downe as to include and containe both in one 
word: As, the Merchandiſe of it , namely , of Wiſs 
domeand underſtanding is better then the Merchandiſe 
of filyer, and the gaine thereof , as before, then fine 
gold she (ſpeaking of both as of one perſon) 1s more 
precious then Rubies , &c. ſo Chap. 4. 5,9. and8. 1,4. 
and by this Wiſdome and underſtanding is not meant 
ours, that which we have naturally in us, or that 
which we may attaine unto by art , or by our owne la- 
bour and induſtry : and fo it is not the Wiidome of 
this World , or of the princes of this World , not hu- 
mane learning , nor the arts and ſciences of this World, 
ſuch as Rhetorick , Logick , Philoſophy , which are 
ſcience fali{ly ſo called : and which , though in high 
eſtceme among men yet, will not render a man happy: 
nay thoſe that had no other Wiſdome came ro nought, 
1 Corinth. 2.6. He who here commenceth to us this 
Wiſdome and underſtanding , warreth , and admo- 
nisheth us elſewhere to ceaſe from our owne Wiſdo- 
me, Prov. 23. 4. and not toleane to our owne under= 
ſtanding, Prov. 3.5. and to beware of Philoſophy, 
and vaine deceit , &Cc. Co!of. 2.8. and telleth ſome , 
that their Wiſdome and knowledge had perverted 
them, T/ay. 4.7. 10. and ir 1s his purpoſe to deſtroy the 
Wiſdome of the wiſe, and to bring to nought the un. 
derſtanding of the prudent ,- and them that leane to- 
and rely on it 1 Corinth. 1. 19,21. and 2.6. and thoſe 
led of God came not with excellency of ſpeech, or of 
Wiſdome, declaring the teſtimony of God; for the 
Wiſdome of words maketh the croſs of Chriſt of m_—_ 
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effect, r Corimrh. 2.1. and 1. 17. this Wiſdome is foo- 
lichneſs with God, and- it is ſofarre from helping us 
to underſtand, and know Gods name , or his ſons 
name , asthat it is an hindrance thereto; and there- 
fore that we may be wile , it is ncedfullthat we become 
fools, and lay aſide, and ceaſe from our Wiſdome 
and uncerſtanding. Bur the Wiſdome and underſtan- 
ding here commended to us , and that which will ren- 
dcr us happy inthe injoyment of it, is, the Wiſdome 
that is from a bove, which is firſt pure then peace 
able, &c. 7am.3.17. even the Wiſdome of God , and 
not that of our owne : according to that, my ſon , at- 
tend unto my Wiſdome; and bow thine eare unto my 
underſtanding , Prov.5.,1, and ſo hereby is meant and 
fignified to us. 

7. Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God , in whom dwel- 
leth all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily in whom 
dwelleth the father , and on whom relſtsthe holy Spi- 
rit. And he 1s ſo called. 

1. As he is the Son of God by divine andeternall 
generation :; ſo where as in one place it 1s faid ; the 
Lord by W:/dozze founded the earth ; by «nder/tan- 
ding hath he eſtablisht the heavens ; in another it is 
ſaid , he creared all things by Jeſus Chriſt, Compare 
Prov. 3.19. with Epheſ. 3.11. Hebr. 1.2. and of this 
Wiſlome , even of Chriſt in this conſideration of 
him , it is faid by kimſelfe , the Lord poſſeſſed me in 
the beginning of his way , before his workes of old. 
I was ſet up from everlaſting , from the beginning , or 
ever the earth was : when, there were no depths I was 
broaght forth, when there were no fontaines abounding 
with water, &c. Prov.8. 23, 32, 

2. And he is fo called, and may be comfortably 
viewed by us as Wi/dome, as he was abaſed for us, and 
tooke our nature upon him when we had ſinned, and 


departed from God , and as he was crucified for gs 
an 
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and by the grace of God taſted death for every man 

and is raiſed againe, according to the ſcriptures: fo 

Chriſt is the Wiſdome of God, and power of God 

1 Corinth. 1. 22, 24. ſo when the Apoſtle ſaith , thar he 

came not with excellency of ſpeech, or of Wiſdome 
declaring the teſtimony of God , that the beleivers 

faith might not ſtand in the Wiſdome of men , bur in 

the power of God: He addeth ; howbeit we ſpeak 

Wiſdome among them that are pu yet nor the 
Wiſdome of this world , nor of the princes of this 
world that come to nought : But we ſpeak the Wiſdo- 

me of God in a myſtery , eventhe hidden Wiſdome , 

which God ordained before the world unto our glorys. 
which none of the princes of this world knew, for 
had they knowne , they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. ' Where it appeareth , that Jeſus Chriſt 
the Lord of glory, is the Wiſdome which they prea- 

ched, 1 Corinth.2.1,8. with 2 Corinth. 4. 5. and fo 
this excellent one calls nimſelfe Wiſdome and under- 
ſtanding , Prov. 8. 12. , 14. compare Matth. 23. 34. 
with Luc. 11.49. and he is called Wiſdomeand un» 
derſtanding. 

1. Becauſe he is the great cleare, and comfortable 
evidence , and manifeſtation of the Wiſdome of God: 
here it is brightly diſcovered, and may chearfully be 
viewed in the croſs of Chriſt Jeſus. He did by Wife 
dome make the heavens, and givea being to all things; 
and in his workes of creation 1t may be ſeen by us : but 
this invention of his is a greater and clearer diſcovery 
of his infinite Wiſdome, and unſearchable underſtan- 
ding : For in his firſt creating us there was nothing con» 
trary to his worke : But unto his shewing mercy ro us 
where we were fallen , there was ſomwhat in the way 
ſtood croſs, and contrary ; his juſtice which was pro» 
voked by us mult be ſatisfied , his truth fulfilled z his 
law which we- had tranſgreſſed , muſt be anſwered : 

| an 
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and his wrath appea ſed : our fin muſt be purged away 
our death died, overcome, and abolished ; and all 
creatures were inſufficient for theſe things ; no man 
could redeeme his brother by any meanes, nor give 
to God a ranſome for his owne ſoule , P/al. 49. 6, 7. 
righteouſneſs could nor come. by the law , Galaz. 2. 21. 
nor could any creature in heaven or earth diviſe a mea> 
nes for the helpfullneſs of us : this Wiſdome was hid 
from theeyes of all living , Fob 28. 12, 22. this paſſed 
the underitanding of men and Angells, Philip. 4. 7. 
but herein appearcd the manifold and unſearchable 
Wiſdome of God, who in the exerciſe thereof hath 
deviſed a mcanes that his banished should not be utter- 
ly expelled from him , 2 Sam. 14. 14. Without .con- 
troverſy great us the myſtery of godlineſs God was mas 
nifeſt m the flesh, juſtified in the ſpirit , 1 Timor. 3.16, 
there is hidden and wonderfull Wiſdome contained 
therein ; that rhe creatour should become a creature ; 
that the word that was God should be made flesh ; that 
the everlaſting father should thus become a ſon, and 
the mighty God a child , yea that he who was the holy 
one of God yea holineſs it ſelfe , should be made ſin 
for us ; that God should lay downe his life for us; and 
all this to ſo gracions an end, not to condemane the 
world , but that thorow him the world might beſaved 
here in was admirable, and unſecarchable Widome - 
and here in we may clearely , and comfortably ſee, 
that the creatour of the ends of the earth fainteth not, 
nor is weary , there is no ſearching of his underſtan- 
ding , that ſo when we walk in darkneſs and ſee no 
light , we might truſt in the name of the Lord , and 
ſtay upon our God , 1/ay. 40. 27, 29. hence he as our 
ſaviour is ſaid to be the onely wiſe God, Fade 25. hence 
alſothe Apoſtle , when he had ſaid , this is a faithfull 
Saying, and worthy of all acceptation , that Chriſt Fe- 


ia came into the world to ſave ſinners , preſently _ ; 
ow 


-him the ſpirit by meaſure, but hath given all _ » 


: 
; 
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Now unto. the king eternall , immortall , inviſible , the 


| _ wiſe God be honour , &C. 1 Tim. 1.15,17. Hee 
hat 


herein evidenced himſelfe to be the alone, and 
onely wiſe God, in finding out ſuch a way for the 
delivering us from ſogreata death, and curſe, and 
from the hand of all our enemies ; and for the trea- 
ſuring up all the fullneſs of forgiveneſs, grace, and 
fpiritin Chriſt, that we ſinfull creatures of mankind, 
might be brought back to God, 

2. Chriſt Jeſus is alſo faid tobe Wiſdome and un« 
derſtanding , becauſe he is become the treaſury, foun- 
taine , and ſtore-houſe of it ; he is the beginning, the 
firſt borne from the dead , that in all things he mighe 
have the preeminence : for it hath pleaſed the father 


- that in him should all fullneſs dwell, in him dzelleth 


all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily , Colo. 1. 18, 19. 
and 2. 9. In him are hid all the treaſures of Wiſdome 
and knowledge , Coloſ. 2.7. fo he who calleth himſelfe 
Wiſdome faith , counſell is mine , and found Wiſe 
dome; I am (or have) underſtanding , &c. Prov. 8. 
I2, 14. Salomon, who ſet in order theſe Proverbs, 
wasa wiſe man , yea, inhistime, wiſer thenall men : 
God gave him wiſdome and underſtanding exceeding 
much, and largeneſs, or wideneſs of heart , even as 
the ſand that is on the ſea shore, 1 Kg. 4.29, 31. but 
behold a greater then Salomon # here, Matth. 12. 42. 
for he was taught , and directed to ſeek out, and izt 
in order theſe Proverbs by Chriſt Jeſus that one she- 
pe » Eccleſ. 12, 9, 11. God hath not given unto 


and ſo all Wiſdome into his hand, Foh. 3. 3493, n 
him reſteth the ſpirit of the Lord, the ſpirit of Wiſ- 
dome and underſtanding , the ſpirit of counſell and 
might ; the ſpirit of knowledge, and of the feare of 
the Lord; andhe is quicke of underſtanding , 7/ay.11. 
1,23. and 42, I. and 61.-1, He knoweth the tather E 
an 


(16) 
and the mind, and counſells of the father , as isſigrii» 
fied, in that when John wept much becauſe no man 
was found worthy to open, and to read the booke of 
Gods counſells, and purpoſes ; one of the elders ſaid 
unto him, weep not, behold the lion of the tribe of 
=_— » the root of David (even the lamb who was 

aine, and who hath ſeven eyes, which are the ſeven 
ſpirits of God) hath prevailed to open the booke , and 
toloole the ſeven ſeales thereof; and the foure beaſts, 
and twenty and foure elders in the new ſong they ſang , 
confeſs, that the Jamb which was flaine was worthy 
to take the book , and to open the ſeales thereof , jea 
and an innumerable company of Angells confirme it, 
and ſay , worthy is the lamb that was ſlaine to receive 
Wiſdome, Revel. 5. 1. 5. 9, 12 , and he isquick of un- 
derſtanding, and knowes us, and what our needs 
and wants are, and how to ſupply them 5 he knowes 
how to teach us ſinners ; to make wile us ſimple ones, 
to ſpeake 2 word in due ſeaſon to the weary , to open 
the eyes of the blind ; to bring forth the priſoners out 
of the pit; to heale the broken hearted ; to forgive 
the guilty , wash the polluted , and perfect what ſoe- 
ver concerneth us. And he knowes the plots and de- 
fignes of our enemies, and adverſaries, and how to 
diſappoint , and defeat them, that their hands may , 
not performe their enterprizes : yea he knowes all 
things , all things are naked and open unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have tn ae , _ 21.17. Hebr. 4. 13, 14. 
and this unſcarchable W iſdome and underſtandidg he 
hath to. improve for our good as the ſaviour of all men, 
eſpecially of thein that beleive; and to diſpenſe to us 
according to our needs and capacities : and his willing- 
neſs toimprove it for us, and communicate it to us 1s 
abundantly evidenced in the great abaſement where to 
he ſo willingly humbled himſclfe for mankind that he 
might obtaine all things pertaining to life and godline(s 
© es antga 
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into himſelfe for us. Oh ! let us rejoice in him, and 
not glory in our owne Wiſdome : for he is made of 
God for us Wiſdome ; that , according as it is written 
he that glorieth may glory in the Lord, 1 Cormth.1.29,31. 
3. He alſo in the Object of Wiſdome and under- 
ſtanding, in knowing whom we may be made truly 
wiſe , and furnished with ſound Witdome, and ſee 
and know things forour good ; ſo | Wiſdome] many 
times fignifieth , the Object of Wi/dome; or that which 
15 to be knowne, and in the underſtanding where of 
we $hall be rendred wiſe indeed, Prov. 1.2.and5.1. 
In coming unto, and knowing Jeſus Chrift , we may 
know the father, ſo asto belcive, and hope in, and 
love him ; no man knoweth the father but the ſon , and 
he to whomſoever the ſon will reveale\ him : come 
unto me all ye that labour , and are heavy loden (ye 
that run tothe wiſe and prudent , and read many boo- 
kes, and tire your ſelves herewith , and yet meet not 
with what you ſeeke for) I will give you reſt, faith 
our ſaviour, Matth, 11.25,20. He is the image of 
the inviſible God, in ſeing whom we may ſee the fa- 
theralſo; and whoſoever cometh unto and followeth 
him $hall not abide in darkneſs , but shall have the 
light of life ; he will shew them the father, and give 
them the knowledge of him ; and this is life eternall , 
that they know him the onely trxe God, Fob. 8. 12. and 
I2. 44, 46. and 14.610. and 17.3. Colo/.1. 15. God 
who commanded the light to shine out of darknels , 
hath shined the light of the knowledge of his glory in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; even the glory of his Wic- 
dome , power, truth, holineſs , and juſtice, 2 Corinth. 
4-46. yea and he gives ſuch agracious and amiable 
diſcovery of the father to us, that there thorow we 
might be incouraged to come unto , and beicive in 
him , and put our truſt under the shadow of his W ings. 
For here in we may ce that he is the God ot loye, the 
God 


» 
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God of all grace: we may in the croſs of Chriſt ſee 
Gods ſecret will, even what his will towards man was, 
when ſecret; this Chriſt hath revealed : God is love , 
charity it ſelfe, he is ſoeſlentially , and was ſo towards 
mankind when they had ſinned againſt , and depar- 
red from him: And in this he hath manifeſted him- 
ſcife to be love, and manifeſted his love to us , which 
was hid in himſelfe, becauſe he ſent his onely begot- 
ten ſon into the World, to be the ſaviour of it : 1 Foh. 
4.8, 9, 10, 14, 16. Foh. 3. 16. in Chriſt our ſaviour 
appeareth , that his will , which was ſecret, was good 
will, and not evill will toward mankind , Lyc. 2. 10, 14. 
Chriſt hath revealed the father who was hidden from 
us, and reavealed his thoughts and heart ;. and in him 
we may ſee, that God is light, and in him is nodarkneſs 
atall; that God will have all men to be ſaved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. 2.46. 
And in him we may know our ſelves ſo as to be hum- 
bled and abaſed in fight of our owne vileneſs and 
wretchedneſs, and to loath our ſelves, and have pride 
hidden from us: for faith the Apoſtle, we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead; and he died 
for all, 2 Corint. 5. 14, 15. In that Chriſt died for all 
by the grace of God , herein it appearcth that we were 
all dead, condemned to die, and deſerved to have 
died that death which he taſted for every man , and to 
have Perished in it for ever : We were accurſed crea- 
tures , and helpleſs in our miſery, as is evident, in 
that he hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 
being made a curſe for us, P/a/. 49. 6, 7. Galat. 3. 13. 
yea in that he died for our ſake that he might obtaine 
eternall redemption ; and in him dwelleth all fullneſs ; 
He'is made of God Wiſdome and righteouſneſs , he- 
rein appcarcth that we were deſtitute of all good, empty 
creatures, Fob 11. 12. that we have no Wiſdome in us 
naturally; no light in our underſtandings, no ———_— 
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of will to any thing that is ſpiritually good , no af. 
feftion, deſire, or inclination to the things that belong 
to Our peace ; no ſpark of Gods image left in us , bur 
weare deſtitute thereof, and inclined to all that is evill ; 
all have ſinned, and come short of the glory of God. 
While we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſh 
died for the ungodly: While we were yet ſinners (neither 
righteous, nor good) Chriſt died for us , Rom. 5.6, 8. 
In him we may behold the vileneſs of fin ſoas to ab- 
horre it, and that it may be an abomination to our 
ſoules; in that God hath ſo punished and condemned 
it in the perſon of Chriſt Jeſus, who knew no ſin, 
Rom. 8.3. He was wounded, or tormented for our 
tranſgreſſions , bruiſed for our iniquities: ſuch was 
the odiouſneſs of ſin to God , as that when it was bur 
imputed to his ſon , he ſpared him not : but it pleaſed 
the lord to bruiſe him , he hath put him to griefe. 
Were this conſidered by us, it would be powerfull to 
cauſe us to ſay, how $hall we live any longer in ſin 
for which our ſaviour ſuffered ſo great and in expreſli- 
ble ſorrowes ? Eſa. 53- 4 10. Rom. 8. 32. and. 1,2, 3. 
and 4.. 25. I Petr. 3.18. Aſwell as alſo in Chriſt we 
may perceive the greatneſs of the {in of not beleiving 
on Chriſt , who, by the grace of God taſted death for 
every man; and is raiſed againe, and 1s become ſuch a 
_—_ foundation and object of faith , that mens faith 
and hopg might be in God , Joh. 16. 8,9. 1 Petr. 2.6, 
7, 8. he that beleiveth not God hath made him a liar, 
becauſe he beleiveth not the record that God gave of 
his ſon : and this is the record , that God hath given 
to us cternall life : he that beleiveth not that God hath 
given to him eternall life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made 
God a liar, and is therefore condemned , and the 
wrath of God abideth on him while he abideth in un 
belcife, x Fob. 5. 10, 11. Foh. 3. 16, 18, 36. it Chriſt 


died for the feweſt of mankind onely , it would be no 
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finin the greateſt part for whom he dicd not , not to 
beicive on Chriſt: Yea they would beleive a lye in 
ſo doing : but this is an ungodly conception, for Chriſt 
dicd for all , and roſe againe, that all men thorow him 
might beleive, Fob. 1.7. and 17.21, 23. 

In Chriſt alſo we may ſee the unprofitableneſs of 
our workes of righteouſneſs, that we might not have 
Confidence therein , Foh. 16. 10. 1 Corint. 1.29, 30. 
if righteouſneſs could have come by thelaw , by the 
Workes or ſacrifices there of, then Chriſt died in vaine 
Galat. 2. 21. hence the Apoſtle, though he was Con - 
cerning the righteouſnets of the law blameleſs, yet » 
what things were gaine to him , the Priviledges , and 
workes of the flesh, thoſe he counted loſs for Chrilt. 
Yea doubt leſs, ſaith he, andI count all things but 
loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Je- 
ſus my Lord , for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and doc count them but dung , that I may 
win Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine 
owne righteouſneſs which is of the law , but that which 
15 thorow the faith of Chriſt, &c. Philip. 3.4.9. tis 
he, and he onely , that hath brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs thorow his perſonall abaſement and ſuf- 
ferings: cyen the righteouſneſs of God without the 
Izw, which was witnellcd by the law and the Prophets ; 
but is now manifeſted by the faith of Chriſt to be unto 
ail; and upon all them that belcive, for there 1s no 
difference. Dar. 9. 26. Rom. 3.21.22. 

In Chriſt we may ſce death , cven the firſt death , 
which was the wages of our firſt departure from God , 
ſo as not to feare it, nor any afflictions, weaknoſles , 
ſickncſſes , which are fore runners, and branches of it 
and which God is now ordering to us while it is called 
to day : For Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour hath by the grace 
of (God taſted this death for every man, and hath over- 
come and abolishcd ir , taken out the ſting, and de- 
ſtructive 
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ſtructive nature out of it, ſo as that now there is no 
hurt in it, nothing in it to ſeparate us from te love of 
God, or keep us out of heaven; nor shall any man 
perish therein for ever , but all shall in due time be rai- 
ſed out of it, by him who died for all , and roſe againe : 
Chriſt hath in overcoming this death made it a shadow, 
it is not the lively image of what ſometimes it was. 
2 Tim, 1. 10. Gal. 3. 13. P/al. 23. 4.. Yea not onely ſo, 
but he the great God and our Saviour hath turned our 
curſes into bleſſings ; and the afiftions, and corre- 
Ctions he is ordering arc ordered to a gracious end, as 
1s before shewne. 

In Chriſt allo , this havenly Wiſdome , we may ſce 
life, even our naturall life , how it 1s procured for us , 
and by what meancs we have a comfortable injoyment 
of it and of Gods mercics, even by Chriſt , who gave 
his flesh for the life of the World. Feh. 6.51. in him is 
life, and the life is the light of men. Joh. 1. 4. Had he 
not laid downe his life for us, we could have had no 
comfortable injoyment of our lives, or of Gods crea- 
tures, but had becn alwayes , and altogither accurſed 
and miſerable, and all our life rime thorow fearc of 
dcath ſubjcct to the bondage of Satan. Hebr. 2. 14. 15. 
But he hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law , being 
made a curſe for us, for it 1s written, curſed is every one 
that hangetih on a tree, Gal. 3. 13. and 4. 4 with Rom. 
3- 19. And hcre we may allo ſce to what end our lives 
are preſerved, and continued ; that to us to live might 
be Chriſt : He dicd for all that they which live might 
not hence forth live to themſelves, but to him that 
Gied tor them , and rolc againe, this was the very end 
of Chrilts ſuftering for us in the flesh, that we might 
thereby ceaſe from ſin 3 and thorow his grace that 
bringeth ſalvation to all men might live, not to the 
Juſts of men, þuttothe will of God , 2 Corinth 5. 15. 
I Petr, 4, 1,3, 1 Joh. 4.9. 
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In this Wiſdome we may know who are borne of 
God, and ſo made of the eleCt and choſen generation; 
evenall ſuch, and onely ſuch (who are of yeares of 
capacity, and where the goſpell is plainely declared) 
as come unto, and beleive on him. If ye know that 
he is righteous, ye know (as included in the know- 
ledge of him) that every one that doth righteouſneſs 1s 
borne of him, 1 Joh. 2.29. ToChriſt coming, the li- 
ving ſtone, diſallowed indeed of men (yea of the buil- 
ders and leaders of the people) but choſen of God and 


precious; ye alſo as lively ſtones are built up a ſpiri- 


tuall houſe. Yeare an elect, andchoſen generation , 
a royall prieſthood (though not owned by men as 
Gods clergy) aen holy nation a peculiar people , &c. 
Which in tim paſt were not a people, but now are 
the people of God, which had not obtained mercy , 


but now have obtained mercy, 1 Petr. 2.45, 9, 10.- 


And here we may alſo ſee who are rejected , and re- 
probated of God : not any man in a perſonall conſide- 
ration , or before he was borne ; but thoſe that diſal- 
low, and reject Chriſt Jeſus, andperſiſt in refuſing , 
and rejecting him till the day of grace and patience be 
ended, 1 Petr. 2. 6, 7, 8. Whoſoever $hall fall on this 
ſtone (though they be builders) shall be broken ; but 
on whomſoever it Shall fall, it will grinde him to powder, 
Matth, 21. 42 - 44. God ſo infinitely loveth his ſon , 
the ſon of his love, that whoſoever Liderh him not , 
but refuſeth him , and will not have him to reigne 
over them, his wrath will be kindled againſt them, 
and they shall be deſtroyed with an everlaſting de- 
ſtruction, P/al. 2. 10- 12. Foh. 3. 36. 

In knowing Chriſt , the Wiſdome of God, we 
may come to have an uſefull underſtanding and 
knowledge of all the ſcriptures of truth , otherwite nor; 
he is the interpreter, and opener of them to us in his 


crols and teſtimony hence our ſaviour intimately in- 
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ſtruts the Jewes , in ſearching the ſcriptures, to come 
unto him ; and faults , and reproves them for not co- 
ming unto him in them , that they might have life, 
even the light of live, 5. 39, 40. our ſaviour, in 
shewing unto his diſciples in the ſcriptures the things 
Concerning himſelfe , thereby opened the ſcriptures 
to their underſtandings ; and their underſtandings 
into the ſchriptures : and unleſs we come unto, and 
know Chriſt Jeſus, we $hall remaine ignorant of the 
ſcriptures though we read them , and heare the voices 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles read tro us: if we come 
not to Chriſt as the reſt, we $hall have the word UF 
the Lord to our ſeives precept upon precept , line 
upon line , here a little, and there a little : and not 
ſee the harmony, and agreement of the ſcriptures, 
nor receive the uſe fullneſs of them , Luk. 24. 25.27, 

32, 4-4 46. T/ay. 28. 12, 13. 
eain aword, they that ſeeke the Lord to know 
him , win him, and be found in him , underſtand 
all things, Prov. 28. 5. the knowledge of this one , 
this excellent object of Wiſdome, 1s that which will 
make us wiſe to ſalvation : hence the Apoſtle deter- 
mined fo know nothing elſe ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified, 1 Corint. 2.2. andto the end Timothy might 
have an underſtanding in all things, he exhorts him 
to remember , prog Chriſt of the ſeed of David 
was raiſed from the dead according to his goſpel , 2 Tim. 
2. 7,8. andthe way whereby the Ho : Ghoſt teacheth 
all things , and leadeth into all truth, 1s to glorify 
Chriſt , andtake of his things and shew unto us, Foh. 
14. 26. and 16. 13, 14. oh that this were ſeriously , and 
heartily conſidered by us ; that our hearts may be fi- 
—_— {et to know Chriſt in and unto all things ! Phil;p. 

3.-8- 10. 

4. And he is called Wiſdome, becauſe he is the 
giver and diſpenſer of it : the Lord giveth Wiſdome , 
B 4 Prov. 
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Prev. 2. 6. hence the Apoſtle praycth for Timothy , 
that the Lord would give him an underſtanding in all 
things : even the Lord Jeſus, 2 Tim. 2.7. this is his 
gift; God hath given him power over all flesh, that 
he might give cternall life to as many as the father hath 


given him : and this # life eternall, that they know thee 


zhe onely true God , and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent , 
Foh. 17. 2, 3. And himſelfe faith to his diſciples, I 
will give you a mouth and wiſdome, which all your 
adverſaries shall not be abele to gainſay, nor reliſt , 
Luk. 21. 15. Epbeſ. 4. 7. 

2. By Wiſdome and underſ?anding is meant alſo , the 
goſpel of Chriſt, which holy men of God have de- 
Clared , as they were moved by the Ho : Ghoſt ; even 
the goſpell as teſtified by the Prophets, in whom the 
ſpirit of Chriſt did ſignity before hand the ſufferings 
of Chriſt, and the glory that should follow , 1 Petr. 
T. 11. andas the ſame goipell is now reported to us by 
the Apoſtles, with the Ho : Ghoſt ſent downe from 
heaven, yſ\.12. Which is recorded, and preſcrved 
to us inthe records of it, inthe ſcriptures of truth , 
thorow the greatneſs of God? goodnel(s, and won- 
derfulneſs of his working ; the ſumme and firſt things 
whereof, are, that Chriſt died for our ſins, even for 
the ſins of Jews and Gentiles according to the (criptu- 
res; and was buried ; and roſe againe the third day , 
according to the {criptures, 1 Corint. 15. 1-4. Rom. 
I.I-4. this is called the word of Wiſdome, 1 Cort. 
12.8. and the goſpel], or preaching of the croſs, is 
{aid to be the Wiſdome of God, 1 Corirt. I. 17, 16 - 
23, 24. Prov. 5.1. and 7. 1-4, 5. and this is called 
IWiſdome and under/tanaing. 

1. Becauſe Chriſt , who is Wiſdome, and under- 
ſtanding , is herein evidently ſet forth unto us before 
our cycs, even the cycs of our underſtanding Galat.3. r. 


here , though now we ſcc him not as the fir{t truſters 
in 
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in Chriſt did yet, we may ſee him in the evidence, 
and demonſtration of the ſpirit , and ſo in this word 
of faith, which is the evidence of things not ſeen ; 
As Moſes, by faith , ſaw him that was inviſible , Hebr. 
II. I, 13, 27. in which goſpell we may looke upon 
things that are not ſeen, 2 Corint. 4.18. So here we 
may ſee the great ſufferings, and Wonderfull a baſe- 
ment of Chriſt; and for whom he taſted death , and 
was raiſed againe , even for all mankind; Hebr. 2.9. 
and here in this glaſs, we may with open face behold 
the glory of the Lord, 2 Cerint. 3. 18. and therefore 


becauſe this goſpell teſtifieth of Chriſt , and diſcovers 


him to us who is Wiſdome , and underſtanding , there- 
fore his name is named upon it. 

2. Becauſc herein, eſpecially as now preached ac- 
cording tothe revelation of the myſtery , God hath a 
bounded in all wiſdome , and prudence unto the firſt 
truſters 1n Chriſt, and by them to us, having made 
knowne to us the myſtery of his will , &c. Ephe. 1.8.9. 
herein the manifold Wiſdome of God is made know- 
ne, that all men may ſee it in this gracious and bleſſed 
meanes which he hath deviſed , that his banished be 
not utterly expelled from him : Which is diſcovered 
tous in this Wiſdome, Epheſ. 3.9. 10. here in God 
hath written to us excellent things in counſells and 
knowledge ; and in this goſpell are hid all the treaſures 
of Wildome , and knowledge , Prov. 22. 17 = 20, 
Colof. 2.3. | 

3. And this may be called Wiſdome, and under- 
ſtanding , becauſe here by God makes wile the ſimple : 
and ſtill and further giveth Wiſdome tothe Wiſe, and 
knowledge to them that know underſtanding , P/ad. 
I9.7. and 119. 129, 130. and verſes 98, 99, 100. the 
God of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt doth give the ſpirit of 
Wiſdome and revelation in the knowledge, or goipel}, 
of Chriſt, and hereby on the eycs of the under- 
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ſtanding , Epheſ. 1, 17, 18. with this goſpell Paul was 
ſent to open the eyes of Jewes and Gentiles; and to 
turnethem from darkneſs to light , A@, 26. 18. And 
in preaching this goſpell Chriſt, preacheth recovery 
of fight to the blind , and _ rheir eyes , T/ay. 42. 
1, 6,7. and 61. I. Luk. 4. 18. Oh that therefore we 
may bowe downe our eares , and heare theſe words 
of the wiſe (in which Chriſt is diſcovered to us and the 
manifold Wiſdome of God made knowne; and by 
which he giveth Wiſdome) and may apply our hearts 
unto his knowledge, for it isa pleaſant thing , if we 
keep them with in us , Prov. 22, 17, 18. In receiving 
theſe words, and hiding theſe commandements , the 
old and new commandment, with us; we shall be 
helped ſo to behold the excellency , and comelineſs of 
Chriſt, the Wiſdome of God, as to incline our eares 
unto Wiſdome , and apply our heart unto underſtan- 
ding; and to cry after knowledge , and lift up our 
voice for underſtanding , &c. Prov. 2. I, 2» 3, 4- 

2. By Wiſdome and underſtanding may be alſo meant, 
that gracious gift of Chriſt and God in him , which 
he giveth to men preventingly ; and gives , and makes 
them partakers of who turne ar his reproofes, in the 
light and ſtrength of his grace; even the opening of 
the mind, or eye of the ſoule, to know Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Godin him, and all things in ſuch manner, and 
toſuchend as the ſpirit makerh diſcovery of them , in 
the words, not of mans Wiſdome, but which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath taught, and teacheth; Comparing 
ſpiricuall chings with ſpirituall , Ephe/. 1. 17, 18. 1 Foh. 
5. 20, even Wiſdome in the knowledge of Chriſt ; 
and ſuch knowledge and underſtanding , as that there 
by we are led to teare God, and depart from evill : 
unto man he ſaid, the feare of the Lord that is Wil- 
dome, andto depart from evill is underſtanding , Job 


29. 28, the ſeare of the Lord is the beginning z. or, 
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rincipall part of Wiſdome : A good underſtanding 
hn all they that doe, P/al.111.10. Prov. 1.7. and 9,10. 
the feare of the Lord is the inſtruction of Wiſdome, 
that which wiſdome inſtructs us unto, even to worship 
God in the ſpirit , and rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus ; toſerve 
God with reverence and godly feare ; and to depart 
from iniquity , Prov. 15. 33. and the feare of the Lord 
is to hate ev1ll, even pride, and arrogancy , and the 
evill way, and the froward mouth ; Which things 
Wiſdome hateth , Prov. 8. 12, 13. and therefore whe- 
reas inthe text, itis ſaid, happy is the man that findeth 
IW;ſdome : the ſame happineſs is aſlured unto, and af- 
firmed of him that confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins , 
Prov. 28. 13, 14. He isa foole that ſporteth with , and 
makesa mock atſin; Whatever Notionall underſtan- 
ding he may have, he is deſtitute of bleſſed Wiſdome: 
but a man of underſtanding hath wiſdome; he fea- 
'reth, and departeth from eyill, Prov. 10. 23, and 14. 

» I5 I6. 
: This then is the 1/:/dome and under/tanding com- 
mended to us; Jeſus Chriſt , and the word of his gra- 
ce; and that Wiſdome which he giveth , and know- 
ledge, and underſtanding which cometh out of his 
mouth ; even ſuch Wiſdome, and underſtanding of 
him as thereby we are led highly to prize , come unto, 
beleivein , and love him, and the tather in him: and 
to hate, diſreſpect, and reject , whatſocver is hated, 
rejected, and difeſteemed by him. 

2. Wehave inthe next place to conſider what 1s,this 
| finding, and getting , or drawing out] here ſpoken of, 
and what ſuppoſed herein, and needfull hereto. In Ge- 
nerall , by f:ding Wiſdome may be meant, a knowing, 
and underitanding what this ſound wiſdome is; and 
where it is, and is to be had by us, as it is here diſtinguiſ- 
hed from getting:indeed whereeither of the exprefſions 
arc mentioned alone y there it may meane what is here 
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contained in both;but here,they being both uſed diſtin- 
&ly, there maybe , and is to be a diſtinct conſideration 
of them : and ſo by finding is ſignified , as is ſaidza kno- 
wing it,and knowing the place of it, where it is to be had 
by us: and then by getting, or drawing out,may be meant 
a futher buſineſs, to wit , a being made partaker of » 
this excellent commodity , an obtaining it, or getting 
it into our poſſeſſion and hearts ; an imbracement , re- 
taining , keeping , and holding it faſt, as preſently 
afterwards 1s ſaid ; happy is every one that retaineth 
her , even this Wiſdome and underſtanding. It is a 
laying hold of it, taking faſt hold of it, and notletting 
It goe , a keeping it as our life , Prov. 3. 18. and 4. 13. 
there may be a price in the hand of a foole to get wiſ- 
dome and he have no heart to it , nolove or aftection 
to, or courage for it; and thereby he deprives him- 
ſelfe of the happineſs here aſſured , Prov. -17. 16. but 
this exerciſe of finding and gettig is the fame with that 
commended in the Wiſe merchant by our ſaviour, in 
his parable, Matth. 13.45, 46. The kingdome of heaven 
7s like unto a merchant man /leeking goodly pearles; who 
when he had found one pearle of great price, he went , 
and ſold all that he had, and bought it : he firſt found it, 
and ſaw, and knew wherc.it was, and was to be had; 
and then he did not content himſeife that he had found 
Wiſdome ſimply , but he gotit, and parted with all 
ſorit. Now then more particularly here may be ſup- 
poſed in the exerciſe here commended to us. 

1, Thar this Wiſdome and underſtancing 1s not 
ours, Or in us naturally , it is to be found and gotten 3 
to which afterwards. 

2. And that this cxcellcnr pearle is hid : in him arc 
hid all the treaſures of Wiſdome and knowledge , 
Colof. 2.3. it isa treaſure hid in a field , Malach. 13. q4. 
and to be ſearched for as hid treaſure, Prov. 2,4. And 
to Gur finding of it 151equilite, N 
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1. An hearing where it is, an hearing the words of 
wiſdome , a diligent hearing , or hearing in hearing, 
as Wiſdome is lifting up her voice, and preventing us 
with an hearing capacity, which she is doing in due 
time : for naturally we are deafe , and untill prevented 
by Chriſt we cannot heare : but the ſon of God in 
due time 1s cauſing us when dead , to heare his voice 
that we might heare in hearing and live , Foh. 5. 25. . 
and when he is thus ſpeaking tous, and opening our 
cares then he requires us in the capacity afforded from 
him to heare, Prov. 20. 12. So Wiſdome and under- 
ſtanding faith ; heare, for I will ſpeake of excellent things ; 
and hearken unto me © ye children ; heare inſtruction 
and be wiſe , Prov. 8. 6, 32, 34. this is the one and firſt 
thing needfull unto our finding , and getting wiſdome, 
to heare the word of Chriſt, Lyc. 10. 39, 42. Not to 
heare any thing, or any word; we are exhorted to 
ceaſc to here the inſtructions that cauſe to erre from 
the words of knowledge , Prov. 19. 27. and to take head 
what we heare , Mark, 4.24. but we are to heare Jeſus, 
and God in him, as ſpeaking to us by the holy Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles , in the ſcriptures of truth ; and to 
this oftentimes are we called upon , even to heare the 
wordsof the wiſe faſtened by the maſters of aſſemblies, 
which are given from one shepherd , Eccleſ. 12, 10, IT. 
Prov. 19. 20. and 22 17. 1/ay. 55. 1,3. AQ. 3.22, 23. 
Aſwell as alſo. 

2, Itis requiſiteas we heare , to ſeck forthis excel- 
lent commodity , and ſearch after it with our hearts, 
yea with our whole hearts, as we have the cxcellency, 
and amiableneſs of it diſcovered to us: ſuch an ap= 
prying » or cauſing our heart to come unto this 

iſdome as commended , and the commendation 
heard, is requiſite, as, that we cry after Wiſdome , 
and lift up our voice for underſtanding; that we ſeck 
her as lilyer , and ſcarch for her as for hid treaſures , 
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even with greateſt deſire, and diligence ; and as thoſe 
that judge happineſs doth onely conſiſt in having this 
treaſure, and without which we are undone, and mi- 
ſerable for ever, Prov. 2. 1, 4. and ſo ſearching for it, 
in all the ſcriptures of truth , which are the veines, as 
it were, where this inriching , and happy treaſure 
may be had, oh. 5.39. and inall ordinances; and in 
the aſſemblies of Gods people ; Prov. 8. 34. and in fo 
doing we shall finde it. 

3- Andto our gettirg 1s requilite , a ſelling all that 
we have when we have found it ; and buying , or get- 
ting it into our hearts, and poſſeſſion : according to 
that ; buy the truth , and ſell it not : Wiſdome , inſtruction 
and underſtanding , Prov. 23.23. Matth. 13. 44, 46. 
here lieth the ſtick with many perſons, and too much 
with us all ; we would have wiſdome if we might 
part with nothing for it, but keep our owne things 
{till ; but this connot be : if any mar come unto me ſaith 
our ſaviour , and hate not father , and mother , wife , and 
children ; brethren , and ſiſters : yea and his owne life alſ6, 
he cannot be my diſciple and whoſoever he be of you (ſpea- 
king to his diſciples , and the multitudes) that forſa- 
keth 208 all that he hath , he cannot be my diſciple, Luk. 
14.26, 27,33. We are all too much like the young 
man who would faine have in herited eternall life ; 
when our ſaviour told him, and ſaid unto him , Oze 
thing thou lackeſt ; goe thy way , ſell whatſoever thou haſ?, 
and give to the poore and thok shalt have treaſure in hea- 
Ven , and come, and take up thy croſs, and follow me : 
he was ſad at that ſaing , and went away grieved, for 
he had great poſſeſſions, Mark. 10. 17, 22. Soit is too 
much with us, if we might keep our owne things and 
have wiſdoie too; if we could carry on theſe two 
deſignes, to ſerve God and Mammon ; and could 
have Chriſt, and love the world alſo , then we could 


becontent ; and this would pleaſe us; but this cannot 
be 
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be we muſt deny our ſelves, our bruitish luſts and de- 
fires; aſwell as alſo our wiſdome , righteouſneſs , love 
of the world, and the things thereof, the honour , 
praiſe eſteeme ay gs , and fellowship thereof ; 
and take up our croſs and follow him : yea the that lo- 
veth father, or mother more thes him , is not worthy of 
him ; and he that loveth ſon or daughter more then him , 
is not worthy of him; and he that taketh not his croſs , 
and followeth after him, is not worthy of him, Matth. 
IO. 37,39. and 16. 24, we mult ſell all that we have , 
all muſt be parted with, that we may win Chriſt, and 
be found in him : nor as if our things were ſo worthy, 
as that we might deſerve there by this heavenly wiſdo- 
me; nor are we to part with them as a valuable conſ1- 
deration ; for all the things we can deſire are not to be 
compared to this pearie : but our things will hinder us 
from having, and obtaining Wiſdome , if we let 
them not goe ; therefore though we have no Worth , 
nor wortineſs, yet we muſt buy wiſdome, though 
without money and price; for no man can ſerve two 
maſters; we muſt part with our ſins and idolls, or 
otherwiſe we cannot get this Wiſdome, and under- 
{tanding. 

And if we take in the reading in the Margin ; 
happy 1s the man that draweth out underſtanding, her2by 
may be meant. 

1. A drawing it out for our owne uſe, and benefit ; 
and ſodiligence, and labour of the inward man eſpe- 
cially , 15 to be uſed and exerciſed , and hereby the Ho: 
Ghoſt may have reference to the drawing out water 
out of a well, or deep place ; and it is like that , 
T/ay. 12.3. therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of falvation : namely , out of the doctrine 
of the Prophets, and Apoſtles falſe teachers are faid 
to be wells without water , there is nothing in them , 


or il their doctrine to refresh, and ſatisfy, 2 Perr. 2. : 7. 
ut 
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but theſe teachers ſent of God, and who are even 
Gods mouth to us, have water in their word & doCtri- 
ne ; and weare therefore to ſearch thereinto for W:/- 
dome and underſtanding, and draw it out , when we 
finde it, At. 17.11. Or to draw it out as out of 
a veſlell, Foh.2, 8. 2 Corinth. 4.7. and ſo ſecondarily 
out of their words wo have beleived on Chriſt thorow 
the Prophets , and Apoſtles words , and have the word 
of reconciliation put into their hearts and mouthes, 
Prov. 20.5. And. . 

2. We are to draw out underſtanding for the good 
of others alſo, and to the end we may be inſtruments 
for communicating it to others, as the like Phraſe is 
uſed, 1/ay. 58. 10. Fohn.2.8, Thus have we ſpoken 
tothe finding , and getting Wiſdome and underſtan- 
ding ; what it is , what ſuppoſed herein, and needfull 
hereto, according to my weaknels. 

2. Wecome in the noxt place to note ſome inſtru- 
cations contained in this affirmation of the happineſs of 
the man that findeth Wiſdome, and getteth , or dra- 
weth out underſtanding. As. 

I. That men are naturally without this Wiſdome 
and underitanding, 

2. That yet men may finde this Wiſdome, and 
get , or draw out this underſtanding. 

2. That the preſent time is the apportunity of fin- 
ding and getting. 

4.. He is and shall be an happy man that findeth , 
and ge:ting this Wiſdome and underſtanding. 

1. That men are naturally without this Wiſdome 
and underſtanding ; even deſtitute of Wiſdome in 
the knowledge of Chrift ; they are without Chritt , 
and all ſpirituall underſtanding , Epheſ. 2.12. A Wil- 


dome indeed they have, bur ſuch as is foolishneſs | 


with God ; they are wiſe to doe evill, and to purſue 


their drunken , unclean , covetous, ambitious, re- 
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vengefull luſts ; but to doe good they have no under- 
ſtanding , Ferem. 4. 22. every man 1s bruitish by his 


knowledge , Terem. 10.14. God did indeed make man 


righteousat firſt, in his owne image, after his likeneſs; 
and put Wiſdome into his inward parts; he was crea- 
ted in knowledge, as the Apoſtle fignifieth , when he 
faith, ye have pur on the new man , Which is rexewed 
in knowledge after the image of him that created htm : 
renewing » isa reſtoring a Perſon or thing thar is defor- 
med to its firſt , and primitive eſtate : there 1n then is 
intimated , that at firſt man was created in knowledge; 
Aſwell as alfo it ſo appearcs in that it is ſaid , that the 
renewing in knowledge is after rhe image of him that 
created him ; and ſo at firſt man being created in or 
after his image, he was created in knowledge, and 
underſtanding , Colof. 3. 10, But man not abiding in 
that honour in which he was made , but aſpiring to an 
equality with God, and defiring ſome higher wifdo- 


me, and knowledge thorow his liſtening to the Lye 


of the tempter ; Gere/. 3.5, 6. Miſt what he aſpired 
unto, and loſt what he had ; and ſo man in honour 
not abiding therein , ungerſtandeth not, bur 1s like 
the beaſts that perish, P/al. 49. 12. 20. they are deſti- 
tute of all true and ſound Wildome : that which they 
have leades them to labour to be rich , Prov. 23. 4. 
Ezek. 28. 4,5. and to truſt in their riches , and worship 
their gold and ſilver, Hoſe. 13. 2. and to ſeek after 
grearneſs, and glory in this world , 1/ay. 10. 13, 14. 
and fills them with enoyings and ftrites againſt all that 
ſtands croſs to their deſigne , Jam. 3. 14, 16. but as 
with reſpect to his Wiſdome thar is from above , they 
are like wilde aſſes colts, Job 11. 12. In this conſide- 
ration they are all (untill, and further then in lightned 
of God) {imple and foolish ones. And this is true of 
them all , even of thoſe alſo that have the higheſt 


eltceme of themſelves : As , yon perſons , they w_ 
| uſually 
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uſually highly conceited of themſelves , but they ate 
ſimple as is ſignified, in that the end of the Proverbs 
in making knowne Wiſdome is ſaid to be, to give 
ſubtilly tothe ſimple, to the young man (who is {1m- 
ple alſo) knowledge and diſcretion , Prov. 1. 4, and 
7.78. and this 1s true alſo of thoſe that have much 
of the Wiſdome of this World, who are great ſchol- 
lars , and rich in that knowledge which is ſcience fals 
ly ſo called: their wiſdome is foolishneſs with God ; 
and the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe that 
they are vaine, I Cormth, 3. 18,20. and it is alfo true 
of thoſe thar are of the profeſſed church ; they are 
{mple, and without underſtanding naturally , Prov. 
1. 21,22. Rom. 3.1,2,9, IO, I1. Yeaof all _ 
32. 7,9. hence Wiſdome faith to men, and the ſons 
of Man , o ye ſimple underſtand Wiſdome, and ye fooles 
be ye of an underſtanding heart , Prov. $. 4, 5.and 30. 
2, 3-4. The naturall man receveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God , for they are foolishneſs to him ; 
nor can he know thcm , becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. 1 Cor. 2. 14. Out of the heart of men pro- 
ceed evill thoughts of God, as if he had a ſecret plea- 
{ure in the deſtruction of the greateſt part of man kind. 
Ezech. 33.1011. and though he ſpeaketh faire, and 
commands the goſpell to be preached to all, yet he 
hath a ſecret will contrary to his revealed: We need 
not be taught, and ſtrengthned in ſuch blaſphemous 
thoughts, for they naturally proceed out of our hearts. 
And thence alſo proceed evill, thoughts of our ſelves ; 
high eſteemecs, and conceits of our ſelves, from whence 
we arc filled with pride, And evill thoughts of the 
world, as if the injoyment of that would render us 
truly happy; and hence proceedeth covetouſneſs : 
Yea andevill thoughts of all things , thinking evilly , 
and calling light darkneſs, and darkneſs light ; every 
maginaiion of mans heart is onely evill continually, Genci. 
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6. 5. And hence we are chuſing , loving, and affeQtin 
vaine things that cannot profit , nor helpe us, becauſe 
they are vaine , even any thing beſides this excellent 
W1iſdome, to wit, Chriſt, and God in him. Mark. 7. 
2I 5, 22, 

Utſe. 1. This conſideration might be of uſefullneſs 
tous, to hide pride from us, for we are all naturally 
fooles : And to cauſe us not to glory in Gods preſence, 
but be willing to become fooles that we may be wiſe z 
in receiving this heavenly Wiſdome here commended 
tO us. 1Cor: 1.29 - ZI. and 3. 18, 19. 

2. To admoniſch us to ceale from man,for wherein 
is he to be accounted of. T/ay. 2.22. and not to have 
our faith ſtanding in their Wiſdome , we are ſuch fim- 
ple, and foolish ones as that if men uſe good words , 
and faire ſpeeches to us , and have much of the Wiſ- 
dome of this world , eſpecially if alſo therewith rhey 
have a forme of godlineſs upon them to depend upon, 
and admire them , and receive what they ſay , though 
they come in their owne name ; and to imbrace their 
interpretations of the ſcripture, though therein they 
conſent not to wholeſome words , but cauſe divifions; 
and offences contrary to the doctrine of the Apoſtles 
Rom. 16. 17, 18. and toglory inthe Wiſdomeof man , 
whereas their wiſdome is foolishneſs with God : And 
were this conſidered by us as diſcovered to us in tne 
light and inſtructions of the goſpell , it would take us 
offfrom that idolatrous eſteeme we haveof them , and 
their Wiſdome, Math. 11. 25, 26. 1Corinth. 2. 1-5. 
and 3. 18-21. 

3. To shewunto us the great grace and love of God 
tous, in taking notice of ſuch fimple foolish ones as 
we are with him, and in his account who judgeth righ- 
teouſly ; and in making a way for us thatwe might be- 
come wiſe : He hath not deſpiſed us in this ſad con- 
dition into which we brought _ ſelves, but hath of 
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his goodneſs prepared for us; and is giving good coun- 
ſell rous, in hearing which we may be made wiſe : to 
ſuch he calls, beye of an underſtanding heart , heare 
for I will ſpeak of excellent things, Prov. 8. 4, 6, 7. 
Behold God is mighty and deſpiſed not any , he is 
mighty in ſtrengh and Wiſdome ; and yet deſpiſeth 
not us whoare weak and ſimple, Fob 36. 5. learn we 
of him. 

4- To come to Chriſt in the teſtimony, that we 
may be made wiſe, Matth. 11.27,28, and to move 
here to , conſider the next inſtruction , viz. 

2. That though men are naturally ſimple, and foo- 
les, yet thorow the grace of our Lord Jeſus, they 


may tinde this excellent Wiſdome, and get, or draw | 


out , this underſtanding here commended to us, while 
it 1s called today , and this 15 intimated to us, in that 
the holy Ghoſt here affirmeth , and preſently eviden- 
ceth the bleſſedneſs, and happineſs of the man that 
finds it; of the man indefinitely ; he had ſpoken be- 
fore to the ſons of Wiſdome more directly, y1. 11, 12. 
bur here, happy is the Man, &c. and that men, any 
man , that is come to yeares of capacity , may finde , 
and get it in Gods opportunity , appeareth. 

i. Becauſe allthe treaſures of Wiſdome, and know- 
ledge are hid in Chriſt for men , Colo. 2.3. all things 
are delivercd to him of the father ; and on this ground 
he inviteth, and calls all that labour , and are heavy 
laden, and are fecking Wiſdome were it js not to be 
found, to come unto him , Matth. 11. 27, 28. jclus 
Chriſt, who is the Wiſdome of God, as is declared 
tous inthe words which the Holy Ghoſt hath thought; 
took upon him the nature of mankind ; and thercetore 
when he was borne, the Angell faith, Beho!d I bring 
#2:10 you good tidings of great joy which hall be unto all 
people, Lyk. 2. 10,11. and he had thetreſpaſſes of the 
world imputed to him, even tho guilt of — 
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firſt fin and ſinfullneſs; and hebare the ſin of the world 
in his owne body, 2 Corinth.5.19, 21. Joh. 1.29. 
And was delivered for their offences, hedied for all ; 
even for all that were dead ; and by the you of God 
taſted dead for every man; and is raiſed againe for 
their juſtification , Rom. 4.25. 2 Corinth. F. 14515. 
Hebr. 2.9. and hath redeemed all mankind in himſelfe 
from the curſe of the law , and delivered them from 
the neceſſary ſlavery of ſatan, he is aſcended up on 
high, who deſcended firſt into the lower parts of the 
earth, and hath led captivity captive ; and hath recei- 
ved gifts of forgiveneſs, Wiſdome , and underſtan- 
ding for men, yea for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them , Galat. 3.13. and 
4.45 5- with, Rom. 3, 19. P/al. 68.18. God hath pre- 
pared Wiſdome for us, he hath prepared his dinner , 
evena feaſt of fat things for all people, his oxen and 
fatlings are killed, and all things aro ready , and pre- 
pared for Jewes, and Gentiles, even for all men, 
Matth. 22.2, 4,8. Ifay. 25.6. Fob 28,27. this is the 
record that God hath given of his fon , that he hath 
given to us mankind eternall life ; and this life is in his 
ſon, 1 oh. 5. 10,11. Heisthe ſecond man , the laſt 
Adam., of whom the firſt was a figure , Rom. 5. 14. 
and as God did in blefling the firit man bleſs us all in 
him, and there create us in his owne image , after his 
owne likeneſs , even in knowledge and underſtan- 
ding ; ſo now there is bleſſing in this ſeed of the wo- 
man , who hath broke the head of the ſerpent , for all 
the families of the earth ; in him weare againe created 
afrer the image of God in a more glorious manner then 
ever we were in tie firſt publick man ; he hath by his 
blood obtained eternall redemption for us, even a re- 
covery of what we Joſt and forfeited by our ſinning 
azainſt , and departure from God: in him there js per- 
tection, and compleatneſs for every man ; znd he is 
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in our nature and for us become Wiſdome ; and coun- 
ſell is his, and ſound Wiſdome , he hath underſtan- 
ding and ſtrength , 1 Cormth. 15. 45. Hebr. 9. 12. 
Fam.3.9g. Colof}. 1. 28. Prov. 8. 10, 14. Wiſdome hath 
' Guildad her houſe , she hath hewne out her ſeven pillars , 
she hath killed her killing , she hath mingled her wine , 
She hath alſo furnished her table, she hath made a rich 
and large proviſion and prepared for all , even for all 
that are ſimple , and want underſtanding, before she 
ſends forth her maidens, and ſervants, and invites 
them to come into the houſe , and to eat of her bread , 
Prov. 9. 1,2, 3,5. there are waters, wine , and milke 
bread , good fatneſs, and whatſoever will give fatiſ(- 
faction , prepared for cvery thirſter ; nat onely for 
gracious thirſters, ſuch as thirſt out of a former taſte of 
the ſweetneſs and excellency of this proviſion , but alſo 
for ſuch as have no money ; ſuch as have no worth , 
or worthineſs in them : ſuch as labour for that which 
1s not bread ; and ſpend their money for that which 
will not fatiſfy : and this is certainly prepared tor them 
before proclamation is made, and invitation given 
unto them ; and he that is athirſt may come ; and 
whoſoever will may take of the water of life freely ; 
T/ay. 55. 1, 2, 3»437. Revel. 22.17. this 1s a firſt and 
fundamentall Demonſtration that any man may find , 
and get Wiſdome and underftanding , becauſe it is 
prepared in Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelfe a ran- 
ſome for all men, for every ſinfull ſoule of mankind; 
without which it were altogither impoſlible for them 
to have thisrich , and inriching commodity. Burt. 

2. Not onely hath he thus provided of his goodneſs 
for poore mankind ; butalſo he giveth Wiſdome to 
men , and brings it nigh unto rhe in due time; eſpe- 
cially to us upon whom the name of Chritlt is called ; 
and unto, and amongſt whom the ſcriptures in the 
Plaine records of them are vouch ſafed , and age hes 
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thorow the wonderfullneſs of Gods goodneſs. God 
by his ſpirit calls, and cries tomen, and tells them 
' where Wiſdome is to be had; and gives unto them 
both ſome diſcovery of this excellent object of Wiſdo- 
me , in knowing when they might be made wile : 
and ſome'opening of the eye of the underſtanding , 
that they might behold Chriſt Jeſus as diſcovered , and 
live : Chriſt Jeſus is found of them that ſought him 
not; and made manifeſt to them that asked not after 
him; and ſaith, behold me, beholdme, unto a nation 
that was not called by his name , 1/ay. 65. 1. with Rom. 
TO. 20. and he who is a juſt God and a ſaviour, and 
there is none befides him , ſaith, look unto me all the 
ends of the earth , and be ye ſaved 3 and he who thus 
ſpeaks and calls is mighty to ſave, for he is God, and 
there isnoneelſe, T/ay. 45.21, 22. Now he calls not 
to men to look unto him , or heare what he ſaith, un- 
. till he firſt manifeſts himſelfe unto them , and ſpeakes 
of excellent things; according to that, all ye inhabi- 
tants of the world , and dwellers on the earth , ſe ye 
when (and not before) he lifts up an enſigne on the 
mounraines (even Chriſt Jcſus in the glorious goſpell , 
and teſtimonies of his goodneſs) and when he bloweth 
a trumpet (to proclaime and preach good newes to 
you) heare ye, I/ay. 18.3. with, Chap. 11.10. and 
40.9. He that hath ſcarched Wiſdome out, and pre- 
pared it, doth alſo declare it to us; and shewes forth 
its excellency , that we might be allured there with to 
get and obtaine Wiſdome, Job 28. 27. God hath glo- 
ried, and doth in mens proper ages glorify Chriſt Je- 
ſus by his ſpirit eſpecially in the goſpell as declared in 
the ſcriptures of trurh 3 and in the plaine and faithfull 
. declaration thereof ; that men might run unto him 
from all other things, for all Wiſdome, underſtan- 
ding , righteouſneſs and ſtrength , Fay. 55.5, 6,7. 
And alſo in due time Chriſt A opening the b:ind eyes 
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of men, thath they might look unto him , and be in» 
lightned, and made wite by him ; and that their faces 
may not be ashamed , 1/ay. 42. 1, 6,7. Heisthe true 
lIignt that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world; the iightof the world , Foh. 1.9.and 8. 12. and 
12.46. and God in and by him giveth to all men, 1i- 
berally that whereby they may be made partakers of 
Wiſdome, Fam. 1.5, AndGaod in Chriſt by his ſpi- 
rit doth both diſcover unto men, and give unto them 
Wiſdome, even the object of Wiſdome; and gives 
unto them ſome ſight, and opening of the eye to be- 
hold it in and thorow his teſtimonies in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, the Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making 
wiſe the ſimple ; namely, both rendring Chriſt pre- 
Ccious untothem ; and opening the eye of their ſoules 
that they might know Chriſt, and win him , P/al.19. 
7.8, the entrance of Gods words giveth light co diſco- 
ver that, in knowing whereof we may be wile indeed; 
and it giveth underſtanding unto the ſimple , P/al. 119. 
129, 130. My Farther, faithour ſaviour, giveth you 
the true bread from heaven ; in receiving and ' eating 
where of they should be made wiſe : but how should 
they receive this heavenly bread ? they, as all men 
are, weredead , and without life in themſelves, and 
had no will to it , nor ſtrengta to receive it : to remo- 
ve this diſcouragement our ſaviour addes; the bread 
of Cod is he that cometh downe from heaven ; and 
giverh life to he worid , which hath none naturally : 
this bread of Wiſdome is the moſt excellent bread , 
it is the bread of God, living, quickening bread ; 
it prevents them with life that have none , aſwell as 
preſerveth them in life, even unto eternall life that 
eat it: buthow doth this bread of God give live? our 
ſaviour telis us , inthe word in which it is declared and 
commended to us : thewords, ſaith he, that I [peak 
wnto you they are (pirit » aud they are life, Joh 6.27 323 
33» 
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22, 35,51,63. the ſpirit of Wiſdome and revelation 
1s given in the knowledge , and goſpell of Chriſt , 
Ephe/, 1.17. Chriſt was anointed with the holy ſpirit 
to preach thegoſpell, or glad tidings of and concer- 
ning himſelfe ; and therewith to preach recovery of 
ſight to the blind ; to preach theireyes open ; and to 
givelight to them that ſit in darkneſs, and in the sha- 
dow of death, Lyk.4.18. and as he thus prevents | 
men with the diſcovery of the excellency of himſelfe , 
and inlighteneth their eyes , Prov. 29. 31. he then calls 
unto and upon them to looke unto and behold him ; 
and to come unto him , to receive this inſtruction and 
Wiſdome which he is giving unto them (for 70 man 
can receive any thing exceps it be given him from above , 
Joh. 3.27.) and not ſilver , and knowledge rather then 
choice gold , Prov. 8. 6, 10, 11. to get Wiſdoma , get 
underſtanding, and not forget it , neither decline 
from the words of his mouth, in which Wiſdome is 
brought , andgiven to us, Prov.4.4, 6: and notonely 
doth Wiſdome call and cry unto us , but alſo she ſtret- 
cheth fort her hand to help and ſtrengthen us to recei- 
veit: wherethe word of this-king of Kings 1s, there 
is power, Eccleſ. 8. 4. he is nut onely opening mens 
eyes inand by his goſpell, but alſo turning them from 
darkneſs to light , and from the power of ſatan to 
God, that men might come unto him , Prev.1.2c,24. 
AF. 26. 18. 22,23, heis in and by his law and dodtri- 
ne converting the ſoule , wither men be converted or 
no; and yet tothe end they might be converted ; and 
therefore calls upon them , be ye converted , not con- 
vert your ſelves; be ye faved; be ye reconciled to 
God; be ye wile; be ye of an underſtanding heart 
to ſignify to us , that God is not wanting to men , but 
1s inand with his calls, and by his goſpell converting, 
ſaving , reconciling , and making men wiſe , and 


of an underſtanding hearth : and therefore if they pc- 
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rish , their deſtruction is of themſelyes , P/al. 19. 7. 
AZ. 3-19, Tjay. 45.22. 2 Corint. 5.19, 20, Prov. 8. 5, 
by all which it evidently appeareth , that men may in 
duetime finde Wiſdome, and get underſtanding. 

3. It alſo appeareth that men may finde, and get 
Wiſdome, and underſtanding , becauſe he not onely 
hath prepared it for men in Chriſt, and is givingit 
unto them in and with him ; but alſo he hath made 
and confirmed great and precious promiſes, that in 
our ſeeking and ſearching for it as thus prevented , we 
Shall findeit, and get it : from this motive and argu=- 
ment our ſaviour exhorteth ; aske and yeshall receive : 
ſeek and ye shall finde, knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you; for every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that 
ſeeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be ope- 
ed, Matth.7.7,8,11. To the ſame purpole the 
Wiſdome of God ſpeaketh ; if thou crief after Wilſ- 
dome , and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding ; 
if thou ſeekeſt her as filyer , and ſearcheſt for her as for 
hid treaſures; then shalt thou underſtand the feare of 
the Lord , and finde the knowledge of God. For the 
Lord giveth Wiſdeme ; out of his mouth cometh knowledge 
end underſtanding, Prov. 2. 1, 6. the ſame incourage- 
ment alſo the Apoſtle James ſets before the beleivers. 
Ifany of you lack Wiſdome , let him aske of God that giveth 
liberally to all men, and upbraideth not ; and it shall be- 
given him, Jam. 1.5. ſecalſo, Foh. 4. 10. and 6. 27. 
Prov.8. 14, 17. many promiſes of this nature are pro- 
poſed to us, tothe end we might ſeek , and get Wil- 
come; and faithfull is he that hath promiſed, who 
alſo will doe what he hath promiſed , according to 
thetenour thereof : and theſe promiſes are now con- 
firmed to us by the precious and incorruptible blood 
of Chriſt ; for iz him all the promiſes of God are yea and 
Amen , 2. Corint. 1.20. and he allo who by his blood 


hath ratified, and ſealed them is alive, and lives for 
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evermore as the mediatour of the New Teſtament , 
to take away our iniquities, and give unto us in his 
fathers way all things that pertaine to life and godlineſs, 
ſo as none that ſeek Wiſdome, or any other good 
thing , shall be achamed, Hebr. 9. 14 15. P/al. 69. 6. 

And this conſideration , that men may , while cal- 
led to day , finde and get Wiſdome , and underſtan- 
ding , as is in part thus evidenced , may be uſefull to 
us , and uſefully conſidered by us. | 

1. To help us to ceaſe to heare thoſe inſtructions 
that cauſe to erre from the words of knowledge , Prov. 
19. 27. namely, ſuch inſtructions as whereby ſinners 
intice us to caſt in our lot amongit them , and to walk 
inthe way with them ; to run with them to the ſame 
exceſs of riot, in laſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, 
revellings , banquettings , &c. Prov. 1. 10,20. 1 Petr. 
4 I, 4- to have fellow ship with them in their unfruit- 
full workes of darkneſs. Aſwel as alſo to goe from 
the preſence of ſuch foolish and falſe teachers as have 
not in them the lip of knowledge , Prov. 14. 7. both 
of ſuch as ſay, there is no reſurrection of the dead ; 
and ſo by conſequence that Chriſt is not raiſed againe : 
As thoſe that ſay, that Chriſt is in every man, and 
that the light in every man is Chriſt ; and deny that 
Chriſt is raiſed againe in that very perſonall body in 
which he was crucified , and died for our {ins accor- 
ding to the ſcriptures; and was buried : theſe ungodly 
doctrines render it altogither unprofitable for us to 
ſeek Wiſdome , and impoſſible to get underſtanding : 
for if Chriſt be not raiſed againe in that body of his 
fleshin which he was delivered for our offences, we 
arc yet in our fins, and the faith of beleivers 1s vaine ; 
and the preaching of the Apoſtles is alſo vaine; then 
they are found falie witneſſes of God , then is the hope 
of the goſpel vaine ; then let us eat and drinke for to 
morrow we dye; but thoſe are ungodly, and m__ 
Chris 
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chriſtian ſayings 3 for Chriſt is raiſed againe , his 
ſoule was not left in hell ; neither did his flesh ſee cor- 
ruption, 1 Corirt. 15.12, 20. take we heed of ſuch 
falſe witneſſes as bring ſuch profane and vaine bablings. 
And alſo it may cauſe us to beware of thoſe falſe tea- 
chers who conſent not to wholeſome words , even the 
words of our Lord Jeſus ; ſuch as ſay, Chriſt did not 
taſte death by the grace of God for every man, nor is 
raiſed againe for their juſtification ; and ſo by conſe- 
quence there is no Wiſdome or underſtanding prepa- 
red for the greateſt part of mankind; theſe are falſe 
witneſles alſo , who render it doubtfull whither Wiſ- 
dome may be gotten orno; yea who ſay in their do- 
Etrines , that it is vaine for the greateſt part of man- 
kind to ſeek it , 2 Petr. 2.1. Fude 3. Contrary towhat 
theſe ungodly ones ſay , Wiſdome may be gotten ; and 
he that getteth Wiſdome loveth his owne ſoule : he 
that keepeth underſtanding shall finde good : 4nd i 
falle witneſs shall nat be unpunished , and he that ſpeaketh 
lies (hall perich. Prov. 19.5. 8,9. 17Tim. 6.3, 5, 

2. To shew unto us the folly and madneſs of thoſe 
that ſeek nor Wiſdome , and get not underſtanding ; 
the greatneſs of their ſin, and folly , and ſeverity of 
their judgement is manifeſted in what hath been ſaid ; 
of Wiſdome were not prepared for them : or if they 
could not poſlibly be made partakers of it, they would 
have ſome cloke and excuſe ; but now their ſin is in- 
excuſable; and it greatly provokes the king of glory 
toanger, that when he hath prepared his dinner , his 
oxen and farlings are killed , andall things are ready , 
and they invited , they then make light of it, and goe 
their wayes, ons to his farme, and another to his 
Merchandiſe , Matth. 22. 4, 8. this is mens great fo]- 
ly , and that which highly provokes God , that they 
hate knowledge, and will not chuſe the feare of the 
Lord, when he is calling upon them z and —— 
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forth his hand unto them ; Prov. I. 20, 29, Oh ! that 
we may not be ſuch fooles, and ſo unwife, but may 
underſtand what the will of the Lord is, Epheſ. 5. 17. 
Prov. I. 7. 

3. To incourage and move us all to finde Wiſdo- 
me, and draw out underſtanding; it is prepared for 
us, anddeclared and given to us that we might ſeeke 
it ; and aſſurance given to'us in his great and precious 
promiſes that in ſeeking it early we $hall finde it; oh 
let us therefore get Wiſdome , and with all our get- 
tings get underſtanding , Prov. 4.6. ſeek we the Lord 
while he may be found , and call upon him while he us neare, 
T/ay. 55.6. and to provoke us hereto , conſider the 
next inſtruction, viz. 

3. That the preſent time is Gods opportunity for 
finding Wiſdome, and getting underſtanding. When= 
cethe Wiſdome of God faith, Now therefore hearken 
unto me 0 yechildren, Prov. 8.32. we might branch this 
inſtruCtion into theſe two parts , and shew. 

1. Thatthepreſent time is the opportunity in which 
it is pofiible for us roger Wiſdome. 

2. It js the opportunity in which it is good and. 
needfull for us to get it. 

1. The preſent time is the opportunity in which it is 
polhible for us to get Wiſdame, therefore it is ſaid , 
bappy is the manthat findeth , and getteth ; as (ignifying 
tous, that now while God is waiting upon us that he 
may be gracious to us, and vouchſating meanes, we 
may ſeeke ſucceſs fully ; and that is all the day long , 
while he is calling unto us. To him that in joyned to 
all the living there is hope , Eccleſ. 9.4. While God 
heares Chriit in his meditation for us, and that is all 
the time he makes interceſſion , he vouchſafeth ſome 
meanes tous ; and while he vouchſafeth meancs, God 

fuccours Chriſt in his miniſtration, and ſends forth 
his ſpirit; and , behold now is the accepted _ : 
Ha 
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behold now is the day of falvation ; now we may res 
ceive his grace ſo as tobe ſaved thereby, 2 Corim?. 6. 
1,2. While God is exerciſing longſuffering to us, it 
istoa gracious end , and out of love to us, becauſe he 
is not willing that any man $should perish , bur that all 
Should come to repentance; and hence the beleivers 
are inſtructed to account, that the longluffering of 
our Lord is falvation , not deſtruction, 2 Perr. 3. 
9,15. Wiſdome is crying, and calling unto ſimple 
ones that love their ſimplicity ; and to ſcorners that 
deligatinſcorning ; and to fooles that hate knowledge, 
and have done ſo fora long time, to turne at her re- 
proofes , with aſſurance, in ſo doing , she will poure 
forth her ſpirith , and make knowne her words unto 
them : and while she calleth , she ſtretcherh forth her 
hand to help them to turne, Prov. 1.20,24. yea though 
men have forgotten him dayes without number, and 
ſo provoked him , as that he hath put them away , and 
they have ſold themſelves for their iniquities , yet 
while Chriſt calls unto them by his goſpell, orany 
meanes, his hand is not shortned that he cannot ze- 
deeme, bur he hath power ſtill to deliver , and is ſtret- 
ching it forth to that end and purpoſe , I/ay. 50. 1, 2. 
and 65. 1,2. and though we have long deſpiſed Wiſ- 
dome, yettoday , while it is called to day, we may 
ſeek and finde Wiſdome : the end of Chriſts dying 
forall, was, that they whichlive , and are ſtill joy- 
ned to all the living , might not hence forth live to 
themfelves , but to him who died for them , and roſe 

avaine, 2 Corint.5.15. Eccleſ. 9.10. and this confide- 

ration may comfort us, and cauſe us to lift up the 
hands that hang downe, and to ſtrengthen the feeble 
knees : for though we have been ſuch tooles as hitherto 
to deſpiſe Wiſdome, and hate knowledge, yet while 
God is calling us , and continuing 'meanes to us, and 


eſpecially his ſervants to preach the goſpell , it is {till a 
time 
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time of finding, and getting Wiſdome; and he that 
ſo heares and learnes of the father as to come to Chriſt, 
hewill in no wiſe caſt out , but will receive him gra- 
ciouſly , pardoning his iniquities , Joh. 6.37. And 
it might be powerfull alſo to awaken us to ſeek the 
Lord, to ſeek Wiſdome , and righteouſneſs while 
he is exerciſing patience, and forbearance to us, and 
crying to us to turne at his reproofes ; and to ſtirre 
us up hereto, the next branch of the inſtruction is 
go00d to be conſidered by us, viz. | 
2. The preſent time is the opportunity in which it 
is good and needfull for us to ſeek and get Wiſdome 
and underſtanding : Wherefore as the Ho: Ghoſt 
faith, to day if ye will heare his voice , harden not your 
hearts, Hebr. 3. 7,8, 14, 15, and 4+ 7. ſtrive now to 


' enter inat theſtrait gate, for many 1 ſay unto you , faith 


our ſaviour , shall ſeek to enter in , and shall not be able: 
then once the maſler of the houſe is riſen up , and hath 
Shut too the doore, and ye begin to ſtand without , and to 
knock at the doore, ſaymg, Lord, Lord, open unto us. 
Then all pleadings and arguments will be in vaine 
he shall ſay , I tell you , I know you net whence you are , 
Luk. 13.24, 27. gather your ſelves therefore together , 
yea gather together, before the decree bring forth, 
before the day paſs as the chaff, before the fierce anger 
of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the 
Lords anger come upon you , Zephan. 2. 1, 2. 
Ozjedtion. If any one should ſay , I am young , and 
ſtrong , and the evill day will not yet prevent, nor 
overtakeme : I may now rejoyce in my youth, and 
let my heart cheere me; I may now ſeek after the 
world, and love the luſt of the flesch , mine eaſe and 
pleaſure: Or the luſt of the eye, in labouring to be 
rich, and laying up for my ſelfe and mine: Orthe 
pride of life. I may hereafter apply my heart co Wil- 
dome; I know not yct how to be ſo ſerious ; it _ 
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be time enough for that when old age cometh. 
Anſwer, 1. To this I may fay , this ObjeCtion fa- 
yours of great ignorance , and folly, and want of con- 
ſideration of the worth, and invaluable price of Witſ- 
dome : did we ſeriouſly conſider that Wiſdome is 
the principall thing ; and that all the things we may , 
or can deſire are not to be compared to her ; as (50d is 
diſcovering the excellency of it, and opening our eyes 
to behold it; and that it is prepared for us , and may 
be found and gotten by us ; it would be powerfull with 
us to ſeek it early , to {eek firſt the kingdome of God, 


and the righteouſneſs thereof, to cry after it, and be 


reſtleſs in our ſpirits for it , and with all our gettings, 
and in all opportunities to ſeek after this one thing 
that is ſo profitable unto all things , Prov. 3. I5, 16, 17. 
and 4.1,8. and 8. 1. 6. 10, 11, 17. And therefore alſo. 

2. It is faſe good, and needfull to ſcek it in the 
preſent opportunity , and dangerous to neglect that, 
For. | 

T1. If thou shouldeſt liveto old age , it may be more 
difficult then to finde Wiſdome then now becaule. 

1. When oldage cometh , then our naturally capa- 
Cities and powers will be much weakned and impai- 
red; and aflictions, and weakneſfles are ordinarily fo 
many, and fo flowing in upon us like the waves of 
the ſea, one in the neck of another, theclouds re- 
turning after the raine, that then we $hall be more 
out of capacity to ſeek and get Wiſdome, hence when 
the preacher had , by way of ſevere reproofe to ſuch 
an Objector, ſaid: rejoyce 0 young man im they youth, 
erd let thy kear 1 cheere thein the dayes of thy youth; and 
walk in the wayes of thine owne heart , and in the ſight of 
thine eyes; but know thou, that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee into judement , &rc. He addos: Remem- 
ber now thy creator in the aayes of thy you:th , white the 


evill dayes come not , nor the yeares draw nigh when thou 
shalt 
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shalt ſay , 1 have no pleaſure in them While the ſun ov 
the light, or the Moone, or the Star be not darkned, 
nor the clouds returne after the raine, &c. Eccleſ. 11. 
9, 10. and 12. 1, 7. it will then be more hard to heare, 
and ſeeke after Wiſdome , when we are preſt downe , 
and burdened with manifold paines , ſfickneſſes , weak- 
neſſes; and when alſo our naturall ſtrength is weak- 
ned; As is ſignified in what is ſaid of the IſraElites , 
when God ſent them word by the hand of Moſes that 
he would bring them our from. Under the burdens of 
the Egyptizns ; and rid them out of their bondage &Cc. 
yet they hearkned not unto Moſes for anguish of ſpis- 
rit, Exod. 6. 2,9. 

2. Then alſo it will Be more hard, and difficult , 
to get underſtanding , becauſe they have been accu= 
ſtomed to doe evill: When it hath been mens man- 
ner from their youth to neglect Wiſdome, and deſ- 
piſe inſtruEtion , and to ſeek after , and ſet their hearts 
upon the world, and the things thereof , this renders 
it more difficult with them to leave their old wayes , 


and practices, and cauſe their hearts to come to Wil- 


dome, according to that: Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin? Or the Leopard his ſpots? then may ye alſo doe 
good that are accuſtomed to doe evill , Ferem. 13.2 3 In- 
deed with God all things are poſlible ; nor doe I ſpcak 
this to diſcourage them that are old; buttoawaken 
the young , and others before they are older , to break 
of their fs, and forſake their unrighteous wayes and 
thoughts, and turne unto him who deli hteth in mer= 
Cy , and who will — to pardon, Nor doth the 
Haly Ghoſt uſe that ſaying fore mentioned Ferem. 
13. 23. to fignify , that it is impoſſible for them to lear- 
ne to doe well, as he is giving grace unto them ; for 
he; vers27, thus ſtill expoſtulates with them 3 wiz 
thou not be made cleane ? When shall it once be ? As inti- 
mating , that God was yet waiting upon them, and 
| D Cleans 
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cleanſing them from the evill they had been accuſto- 
ming themſelves unto : but he ſpeakes it, to theend 
he might ingage them to conſider their waies, and 
turne unto him : but continuance in evyill makes it 
more difficult with us to depart there from ,. and to 
forſake our old lovers and companions, and to incline 
our hearts to Gods underſtanding, which we have ſo 
long deſpiſed, and ſet light by. What one is wont to 
doe, becomes at laſt, after aſort, neceſſary for him 
to doe. As, whereas in Matth. 27. 15. itis ſaid , P3- 
late was wont toreleaſe unto the people a priſoner ; it is 
thus rendred; Luk. 23.17. of neceſſity he muſ# releaſe 
unto i521 one at the feaſl. As onthe one hand , the 
holy ſpirit faith , traine up a child in the way in which 
heshould goe ; and when he isold he will not depart 
there from , Prov.22.6. 10 on the other hand we may 
ſay, when we have been training up our ſelves in the 
days of our youth , and ſtrength in the ways in which 
we should not goe, it becomes more hard with us to 
depart therefrom when we are old, 2 Petr. 2. 14. let 
this be conſidered by us. 

3. Yea God may put an end to our harveſt time , 
T meane, to thoſe choice, and advantageous oppor- 
tunites which yet in mercy he is cotinuing to us, if 
we continue in hating knowledge; and for ſuch wic- 
kedneſs; and then it will be more difficult to ſeeke 
Wiſdome: He may ſend a famine, not of bread, 
or a thirſt for water , but of hearing the words of the 
Lord: And men may wander from ſea toſea, and 
from the north even unto theeaſt, and run to and fro 
to ſeek the word of the Lord, and not finde it : and 
in that day the faire virgins, and young men (who 
may have too much neglected the preſent opportuni- 
tes) shall faint for thirſt, Amos 8. 11,13. Goe then to 
the Ant , thouſluggard, conſider herways, and be wiſe ; 


which having no guide , overſeer » or ruler provides her 
meat 
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meat in the ſummer » and gathers her food in the harveſt, 
how long wilt thou ſleep , 0 ſluggard, when wilt thou ariſe 
out of thy ſleep ? Vet a little ſleep , alittle lumber, a 
little folding of che hands to ſleep ; ſo shall thy poverty co- 
me as one that travelleth , and thy want as an armed man , 
Prov. 6. 6, 11. and 10.5. O! if Godshould ſendſuch 
a famineupon us, as we have by our iniquities deſer= 
ved, that we may not then have cauſe to bewaile it 
with the Prophet , and ſay ; the harveſt is paſt , the ſum- 
mer ended, and we are not ſaved , Ferem. 8. 18,20. | 

4. Yea God may deprive usof all meanes, and leave 
ſtriving with us; or deprive us of capacity , that no 
man can be an inſtrument of good to us, for our ma- 
nifold, and long continued in provocations of him , 
if we should deferre ſeeking Wiſdome till the ovill 
dayes come : He is not tied , or ingagedto us to wait 
our leiſure or pleaſure : and though he is rich in mer- 
cy , and abundant in goodneſs, yet it is dangerous 
to deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, forbearamce, and 
long ſuffering , Rom. 2. 4,5. his ſpirit shall not alwayes 
ſtrive with men , Gere. 6. 3. and if we should provoke 
him to leave ſtriving, wo will be untous; No marx 
can come to Chriſt , except the father who hath ſent Chriſt 
draw him, Joh. 6. 44. doe we then provoke the Lord 
to anger ?are we ſtronger then he? Whoever hardned 
his heart againſt him , and proſpered ? oh that we may 
then be admonished to walk while we have the light , 
leſt darkneſs come upon us ; and while we have the light to 
believe in the light that we may be the children of the 
light, Foh, 12. 35 36. _ 

2. Suppoſe thou shouldit live to old age, and that 
then thorow the grace of God that brings ſalvation to 
all men, thine heart should be turned to the Lord ; 
yet it is much better now ; and the preſent time isthe 
moſt excellent opportunity for getting Wiſdome ; 


becauſe. 
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r. The ſooner we apply our hearth to finde and | 


get, & walk in Wiſdome, the moretruly joyous and 
comfortable will be our life here in the flesh , to be 
ſpiritually minded in life and peace. Rom. 8. 6. Wiſs 
dome is ſweet to the ſoule z life to the ſoule, and health 
to all the flesh, it doth good like a medicine. Prov. 24. 
T4. and 3.21-24. and 4. 20.21, and whatever affli- 
Ctions ſuch meer withall as are found in this exerciſe ; 
Whatever troubles they have in the flesh, and asto the 
outward man, yet they have a mercy heart , and there- 
by a continuall feaſt. Prov. 19, 8, and 15. 13-15, When 
they have tribulation in the World, they have peace in 
Chriſt who hath overcome the World ; and ſuch peace 
guards their hearts as paſſeth all underſtanding. Fob. 16. 
33. in beleiving God fills them with joy and peace , 
and ſuch joy as aftranger intermedleth not with. 
Rom. 15. 13. Prov. 14.8- 10, Yea when they are 1n 
heavineſs thorow manifold temptations , yet beleiving 
what Chriſt hath done, and the hope ſet before them 3; 
and ſo in Chriſt ; They reioyce with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of glory." 1 Petr. 1.6 - 8. Whereas the laughter of 
thoſe fooles that deſpiceW iſdome is but like the crack- 
ling of thornes under a pot ; it makes a great shew , 
bur is gone preſently,it is bur for a moment, it vanisheth 
away in an inſtant. All the things men reioyce and 
truſt in, beſides the name of the Lord, and our God ; 
Whither they be the more groſs luſts of the flesh , ſuch 
as ſurfetting , druakneſs, uncleaneſs, eaſe and pleaſure: 
or the deſires of the mind , ascovetouſneſs, pride, the 
honour of this World , the friendships ,-and praiſe of 
men; Wiſdome, or our owne workes of righteouſ- 
neſs, &c. they are all but ſparkes of our owne kindling, 
they are aſſoone out as in; There is no abiding come 
fort in them ; Andeven in the laughter thereby occa- 
fioned the heart is forrowfull , and the end of that 
rurth is heavinels, Eccleſ. 5. 6, Tay. 50. 10. 11, Prov. 
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14-1 z A dreadfull ſound is in their eares many times, 


trouble and anguish takes hold of them in Gods awake» 


nings of them ; and when they are recovered out of 
the ſnare of Satan , oh what shame 1s then upon them 
for their former evill wayes ; They were unfruitfull to 
them while they walked in them , and now appeare 
exceeding shame full to them , when they refle&t upon 
them : according to that , what fruit had ye thez in 
thoſe things whereof ye are zow ashamed ? Roz, 6. 21. 
Oh how are they then filled with grife and forrow, 
both for their owne perſonall evills , and for the injury 
they have done to others! They will then mourne at 
the laſt and fay, how have I hated inſtruction? And 
mine heart deſpiſed reproofe? And have not obeyed 
the voice of my teachers , nor inclined mine eare to 
them that inſtructed me I was almoſt in all evill in the 
midſt of the congregation , the great congregation, to 
which the Scriptures in the records of them are youch 
fafed, and amongſt which continued , & read every 
Sabbath, and upon which the name of Chriſt is called : 
and in the midſt of the aſſembly of the upright , that 
have been taught of God as the truth is in Jeſus, and 


love him, and without hidden things of dishoneRty . 
hold forth the word of life , and ſpeak often thereof” 


one to another in their frequent aſſemblings of them- 
ſelves together ; Which aggravates the evill of any, 
that have ſuch advantages , to deſpiſe Wiſdome. Prov. 
5.11-13. with P/al. 111. 1. but contrariwiſe, the ſoo- 
ner we ſearch for Wiſdome , and ſeek for underſtan- 
ding , the more comfortable will our lives be here ; 
hence that ; come ye children, hearken unto me, I will 
teach you the feare of the Lord , which « the beginning 


- and inſtruttion of Wiſdome : What man is he that will love 


life , and ſes good dayes ? keep thy tongue from evill , and 
thy lips from ſpeaking guile : depart from evill and doe 
good, ſeek peace and purſue it 5 4 the eyes of the Lord 
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are upou the richteous , ec. Pſal. 34. 11, 15. with, 

I Petr. 3. 9, 14. 
2. And the earlier we ſeck Wiſdome, it will pro- 
bably tend to more happineſs, or a greater degree of 
lory afterwards: men that delay the applying their 
earts to underſtanding till the evill dayes come , they 
cannot have ſuch opportunity for exalting Wiſdome 
to others, and ſo doing them good , as thoſe that 
heartily imbrace it in their more youthfull dayes ; and 
therefore not ſo much fruit will abound to their ac- 
count in the day of the Lord. They that are wiſe will 
Shine as the firmament ; and they that turne many to 
righteouſneſs as the ſtarres for ever andever , Dan. 


12. 3. Bur. 
3. It is needfull for us to ſeek and get Wiſdome and 


underſtanding in the preſent time, and dangerous to 
neglect it ; becauſe our times are not in our owne 
hands, bur in the Lords; and we cannot boaſt our 
ſelves of the marrow , for we know not what a day may 
bring forth, Prov. 27.1, In Gods hand 1s the ſoule of 
every living thing, and the breath of all mankind. Fob 12, 
Io. and how many doth he cut off in their full ſtrength, 
being wholy at eaſe and quiet, whoſe breſts are full of 
milk, and their bones moiſtened , with Marrow ? Fob 
21.22 - 24. andif hecut of, or shut up, or gather toge- 
ther, then who can hinder him? Fob 9. 12.13 and 
II. 10, and 12.14. There #4 no man hath power over the 
Spirit to retaine the Spirit ; neither hath he power in the 
day of death; and there is no diſcharge in that warvrez 
neither shall wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are given to zt. 
Eccleſ. 8.8. And in the grave there is no work nor 
device, nor knowledge , nor Wiſdome. Eccle/. 9. 10. 
no hoping for Gods truth. T/ay 38. 18. Noneto preach 
the Goſpell, or to Commemorate Gods praiſes. P/al. 
6.5. and 88. 11,12. and IF, 17, 18. And beſides all 


this , the ſtate of man is then fixt for ever when _ 
Jes 
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dye; there is then a great gulfe fixed, ſo that there is 
no paſſing from one place, or ſtate, to another. no 
not forever ; But as the tree falls ſo it lies, whither 
toward the ſouth, or toward the north: In the place 
where the tree falleth there it shall bee. Luk. 16. 26. 
Eccleſ. 11.3. Let us conſider this according to what 
the Apoſtle Fames ſaith: Go to now, ye that ſay, to 
day , or tomorrow , we will goe into ſuch a city , and con« 
tinue there a yeare, and buy, and ſell, andget gaine : Whe- 
reas you know not what will be on the marrow ; for what is 
your life ? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanuheth away. Therefore (becauſe our 
lives are ſo uncertaine and brittle) to him that knoweth 
ro doe good, and doth it not (in the preſent ſeaſon) to him 
3t 1s ſem, Fam. 4..13. 17. All that hath been faid doth in 
ſome meaſure shew , that it is good and needfull for us 
to ſearch diligently for Wiſdome, and underſtanding 
in the preſent opportunity : And it may be of uſefull- 

neſs to us. | 
1. To shew unto us who are fooles indeed, even 
ſuch as procraſtinate , and delay their ſeeking W iſdo- 
me ; ſuch as know not, or take no notice of their time. 
Eccleſ. 8. 5-7. IE are more bruitish herein then 
many creatures that have no underſtanding : The /tor k 
in the heaven knoweth her appointed times and the ſwallow, 
and the turtle, and the crane, obſerve the time of their 
oming : but my people , ſaith the Lord know not the 
judgement of the Lord : how doe ye ſay we are Wiſe? 
Ferem. 8. 7, 9. ſuch are inſtructed to goe to the Ant, 
and conſider her wayes ; though she be without the 
underſtanding that men have , yet $he provideth her 
meat in the ſummer , in the proper ſeaſon ; Whereas 
fluggards , Whom God teacheth more then the beaſts of the 
earth, and maketh wiſer then the foules of heaven, oblerve 
not the proper time. Fob 35. 11. Nay herein alſo men 
are preferred before , or how greater advantages then 
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the ants, that weak people ; they have no ruler, over- 
ſeer , arguide ; whereas generally we have ſome pa- 
rent, or yoke fellow, or relation , or faitfull friend , to 
Counſell and provoke us to doe whatever our hand 
findeth to doe, with our might. Prov. 6.6 - 10, Ecclef. 
9. IO, | 
2. It may exhort us all, not to have fellowship with 
men in their unfruitfull workes of. darkneſs ; but to 
redeeme the time, eſpecially when the dayesareevill, 
that we may underſtand what the will of the Lord is. 
Ephe/. 5.11 -17. and with David, to thinke on our 
wayes, and turne our feet to Gods teſtimonies ; to ma- 
ke haſte, and not delay to keep Gods commandements 
P/al. 119. 59, 60. And to ingage us hereto., conſider 
the laſt inſtruction noted in this Affirmation ; Viz. 

4. He is, and shall be an happy man that findeth 
Wiſdome , and getteth undorſtanding : The tranſla- 
tours have put in | is] and read, happy is the man ; but 
it is more full, lefrout, and read 3 Happy the men that 
findeth Wiſdome , &c. namely , happy now and for 
ever, Happineſs is a deliverance from evill, and an in- 
joyment of all good, according to that. P/al. 84. 11, 12, 
the Lord God is a ſun and sheild , and will give grace 
and glory ; no good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly : Bleſſed (happy , as is evident in 
the former verſe) is the man that 1s in ſuch a caſe: ſo 
here. He that isand $hall be thus happy, is ſuch an one 
as findeth Wiſdome, &c, Not that hath found ſimply; 
but to him that by patient continuance in welldoing 
ſeekes for glory, &c. Rom, 2. 7. to ſuch as alwayes abide 
in this exerciſe, and are not weary of welldoing; he that 
indureth tothe end the ſame shall be ſaved. Gal. 6.9. 
Matth. 10. 22. Otherwiſe all will be in vaine. Men may 
have run well in former times, and yet by ſome meanes 
be hindred from Obeying the truth : They may draw 
back, after they have begun well ; and then during ſuch 
| neglect 
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neglect of, or departure from this exerciſe, Gods ſoute 

Shall have no pleaſure in them. Gal. 3. 1- 3. ands5.7. 
Hebr.10.38. When the righteous man turnes away from his 

righteouſneſs , and commits miquity, and doth according to 
all the abominations that the wicked man doth , shall be 
live? Shall he be happy * All his righteouſneſs that he 
hath done shall not be mentioned; in his treſpaſs that he 
hath treſpaſſed; and in his ſin that he hath funned m them 
shall he dye. Ezek. 18. 24. But she ts a tree of life to all 
that lay hold ow her , and happy ts every one that retaineth 
her. He that getteth Wiſdome loveth his owne ſoule , he 
that keepeth underſtanding shall finde good. Prov. 3. 18. 
and 19. 8. Happy is ſuch an one, and it shall be well 
with him for ever. P/al. 128, 1,2. like to rhoſe ſayings 
of our Saviour ; He that beleiveth on him shall not perich, 
but have everlaſting life. Foh. 3. 15, 16, 18, 36. Hethat 
cometh to me shall never hunger ; he that abideth in 
me $hall bring forth fruit; but if a man abide not im 
him , he is caſt forth as a branch, and whitereth , and 
men gather them, and they are caſt into the fire and 
burned. Foh. 6. 35. and 15. 1. 8. ſuch an one then is 
the ſubject of this happineſs, even every one that co- 
meth unto , and abideth in Chriſt. And every ſuch an 
one 1s pronounced happy , not by the men of the * 
World, the World knoweth not, owneth not , appro- 
veth them not, but looketh upon them as miſerable 
ones; But by Wiſdome , who is infinite in love, as 
manifeſted in that she hath built her houſe , and fur- 
nished her table , and invites all to heare, to come and 
be wiſe ; and loves them with peculiar manner of love 
that from the diſcavery of her love, love her, and 


. ſeek her early. Prov. 18: 17. and 9.1+-5. andshe is in- 


finite in power, as evidenced in that she made the 
heavens , and hath grapled with and overcome all our 
enemies; andall power isgiven to her; and therefore 
not onely ſaith , happy 3 But makes happy with her 
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word ; he is bleſſed whom she bleſſeth, and shall be 
bleſſed, for ever. 1 Chron. 17. 27. Yea and he is faith- 
full, the opening of her lips are right things; for her 
mourh ſpeakes truth , and wickedneſs is an abomina- 
tion to her lips; all the words of her mouth are in 
righteouſneſs, &c. Prov. 8. 6- 10. all which are power- 
full motives to liſten to, and receive her inſtruction , 
and take faſt hold thereon. And what the happineſs , 
and bleſiedneſs of every ſuch an one as fndork Wiſl- 
dome, and gets underſtanding is, and $hall be, we 
Shal give ſome account of in ſpeaking to the gaine 
thereof. 

Thus though with , much weakneſs, I have ſpoken 
to the affirmation of the Ho: Ghoſt , which was the 
firſt thing propoſed to be conſidered in the beginning : 
and now come to ſpeake to the ſecond. Viz. 

2. We havealſoin the words, a generall demon- 
ſtration', and evidence of the happineſs of ſuch a man 
as findeth Wiſdome, and getteth underſtanding. And 
a commendation of the exerciſe of finding, and get- 
ting; Laid downeas a motive and argument to ingage 
us to ſecke, that we may finde and ger it. For the Mar- 
chandiſe of it 1s better then the Merchandiſe of Silver , and 
the gaine thereof then fine gold. Ver/. 14. 

In which Demonſtration, and Commendation is 
ſignified to us in generall. 

1, That that which renders a man happy in the ac- 
count of Wiſdome, is ſomewhat that is more excellent 
then ſilver, or gold, or any thing in cluded therein , or 
to be had, and injoyed thereby ; therefore it 1s not 
faid, happier , or happieſt, is the man , but poſitively, 
happy the man, For the Merchandiſe of Wiſdome is 
better, &c. it muſt be ſomewhat better then gold and 
ſilver , that will make a man happy. Though money 
anſwers all things here. Eccleſ. 10.19. Yet it will not 


make a man truly happy ; nor all the things _—_ 
this 
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this excellent Wiſdome we can defire. Prov. 3. 15. a 
man may be, and is, an un happy , miſerable piteous 
creature , though he should gaine the whole world if 
he be without Wiſdome, for he will loſe his owne ſou- 
le. Matth.16. 26, 27. Prov. 19. 8, oilver and gold is ſo 
farre from making a man happy, and bleſſed indeed , 
that the abundance of it which he poſſeſſeth will nor 
make the naturall life comfortable, nor continue it. 
Luk. 12. 15. Dent. 30. 20. It is Chriſt Jeſus, the Wiſ- 
dome that is from above , in whom there is bleſſing for 
all the nations, and families of the earth ; in whom are 
treaſured up all ſpirituail bleſſings in heavenly things: 
Gemeſ. 22.18. Att. 3.25. Epheſ. 1. 3. and he that hath 
and findes him is bleſſed indeed , and shall be bleſfled. 
Prov. 8. 33. 34. Iſrael, who have the God of Jeshurun 
for their help, who are juſtified, and glory in the Lord, 
are an happy people, and there is none like unto them 
herein , namely , none beſides them happy : though 
others may have an abundance of the World in their 
poſleſlions , yet he that beleiveth nor the ſon shall nor 
ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. Deut. 
33. 26-29. Foh. 3. 36. Prov. 29 18. P/al. 144. 15. 'and 
146.5. there is, as before is ſaid, bleſſing in Chriſt for 
all nations , that which will make a man happy ; bur 
this is onely received in receiving him, which any man 
may doe while God is calling , and ſtretching forth his 
hand ; but though a man had all the filver and gold in 
the World, yet it he ſinneth againſt this Wiſdome, and 
hates her , he wrongs his owne ſoule , and loves death ; 
Anda is therefore a moſt miſerable man ; ſuch an one 
is oppoſed to the bleſſed and happy man. Prov. 9. 36. 
with ver/. 34. And this conſideration might be uſe- 
full to us. 

1, Toshew unto us the folly of ſuch as labour for 
ſilver and gold, as if happineſs conſiſted therein 3 and 


account themſelves , and others happy in the 1njoy- 
ment 
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ment of it 5 The covetous man bleſſeth hirmſelfe , bur 
the Lord abhorreth him. P/al. 10. 3. indeed, our 
Wiſdome which is earthly , leades us to labour to be 
rich in thoſe uncertaine, and deceitfull riches, as if 
they would render us bleſſed inthe poſleſiing of them : 
Prov. 23.4 and cauſeth them that have the riches of 
this World to ſay, bleſſed be the Lord, for I am 
rich; as is they were therefore happy 3. or as if this 
were an undoubted evidence of Gods peculiar love to 
them , Zach. 11.5. but they are miſerably Miſtaken ; 
he that had ſuch an a bundance of this Worlds good 
that he wanted roome where to beſtow it , was yet but 
a foole; and ſo is every one that layeth up treaſure for 
himſelfe, and is not rich toward God , Luk. 12. 16, 20. 
2. It may help us to take heed, and beware of co- 
vetouſneſs , and not to love the World , nor the things 
that are in the World; for whoſoever ſo doth, the 

love of the father is not in him, x Foh. 2. 15,17. wh 
should we ſet our affeftions upon , and luſt after thoſe 
things in which happineſs confiſteth not ? this argu= 
ment the Apoſtle uſeth to take off the beleivers from 
covetoutſnels. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt ſeek thoſe 
things which are above , where Chriſt fitteth on the 
Tight hand of God ; ſer your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth ; for ye are dead, and your 
life (your happineſs) is hid , (not in the things on the 
earth , but) with Chriſt in God. When Chriſt who is 
our life shall appeare , then shall we appeare with him 
in glory ; Mortify therefore your members on the 

earth. Covetouſneſs, Colof. 3. Iy 3 5. | 

3. It may make us ſober in our exerciſe about the 
things of this world ; and let the Moderation of our 
mind be knowne o all men , in all theſe things , Ph/ip. 
4- 5. andeſpecially ſeing the end of all things 1s at hand, 
it may cauſe us to be ſober, that we may watch unto 
prayer , and attend upon the Lord without nt” 
or 
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for the things.here below will not make us happy, 
I Petr, 4.7. 1Corint. 7.29, 35. the things here below 
may cumber and diſtract us,but exe thing is needfull for 
us to be fervently ſought after by us, even this ſound 


Wiſdome, and excellent underſtanding.Luk.10.39-42. 
. + Seing ſilver and gold will not make us. happy, 
andt 


hat Wiſdome will onely doe ſo, even this heayen- 
ly Wiſdome , it may ingage us toget Wiſdome ; and 
with all our gettings to get underſtanding. 
2. Inthis Demonſtration , and Commendation , 1s 
alſo in generall ſignified to us; that the way of the 
Ho: Ghoſt for taking us of from thoſe things that are 
uncertaine , and unprofitable, is, to ſet better things 
before us; He doth noth ſimply forbid us to love the 
World and things that are in , and of the World; 
But to redeeme us from them , and from our yain 
converſation , he propoſeth to , and ſets before us the 
precious blood of Chriſt, and what thereby he hath 
effected and obtained , and is become, that he might 
out bid all other things. 1 Pery. 1.18, 19. Wiſdome had 
before admonished us not to leane toour owne under- 
ſtanding. Yer. 5, Now that she might prevaile with 
us to receive that admonition , and ceaſe from our 
owne Wiſdome, she here propoſcth to us a Wiſdome, 
and underſtanding that is infinitely better , more rich, 
and inriching. So when the Apoſtle had been crying 
downe the Wiſdome of the wiſe, and underſtanding 
of the prudent , that no flesh might glory in Gods pre- 
ſence, but be willing to become BE he ſaith, Chriſt 
15 made of God Wiſdome. And, ſaith ho, how be it, 
though we come not with excellency of ſpeech, or of 
Wiſdome , but have shewne that God hath made foo- 
lichneſs the Wiſdome of this World, Yet we preach 
Wiſdome, &c. 1 Cor. 1. 17-31. and 2.1-8. to the 
end that we might in beholding, and conſidering that 
better , and more precious, and profitable WHORE, 
part 
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part with and ceaſe from our owne , which is bruitish , 
and not onely unprofitable , but hurtfull. Inlike mans 
ner , that we might be broken off from our covetouſ- 
neſs, from affeQting , and luſting after the riches of this 
World; and from ſeeking after the honour of this 
World ; the Wiſdome of God aflures us, that riches 
and honour are, with her, yea durable riches, and righ- 
reouſneſs ; that her fruit is better then gold, yea then 
fine gold, and her revenue then choice ſilver. That in 
her left hand are riches and honour ; that we might 
hearken unto her, and be crucified to the World , and 
come unto her to be inriched by her ; and in apatient 
continuance in Weldoing ſeek for glory, honour, and 
immortality ; That honour which hath immortality 
joyned with it , which the honor we may receive from 
men hath not , Prov.8. 1o, 48, 20. and 3. 16. Rom. 2.7. 
ſo to take us off from rejoycing , or truſting inour 
owne workes of righteouſneſs , Chriſt Jeſus by his ſpi- 
rite ſets before us the righteouſneſs of God without the 
law ; or without the works , or ſacrifices thereof, even 
that righteouſneſs which is manifeſted by the faith of 
Chriſt to be for and unto al/, and upon all them that 
beleive ; that we might count all our owne righteouſ- 
neſles as filthy raggs, and as loſs and dung for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chriſt, that we might win 
him and be found in him, Rom. 3. 20, 22. Gal.2.15,16, 
21. Philip.3.7,9. Hebr.10.32,34. Prov.16.16. and 8.18. 

1. This conſideration then shewes unto us, the 
willingneſs, and cordiallneſs of Chriſt , that we might 
be partakers of him,and of that excellent proviſion trea- 
ſured up in him for all mankind. 

2. It shewes the bruitighneſs of thoſe men who 
ſpend their money for that which is not bread , and la- 
bour for that which farisfieth not ; ſeing God hath pre- 
pared for us , and ſets before us that which is good and 


farneſs, and which will give to us reall fatisfaCtion , and 
render 
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render us truly happy. 1/ay. 55. 1-3. O that we may 
none of us by —_— lying vanities forſake our 
owne mercies. Fonah.2.8. 

More particularly in this Demonſtration and evi- 
dence of the happineſs of the man that findeth Wiſ. 
dome , and getteth underſtanding 3 and commenda- 
tion of the exerciſe therabout, is fignified to us. 

I, That tothe end we may fade , and get Wiſdo- 
me , as referring to the former verſe; and have the 

aine of it , as referring to the latter end of this verſe ; 

e muſt firſt uſe Merchandiſe. 

2. That the Merchandiſe of Wiſdome is better then 
the Merchandiſe of ſilver ; and the gaine thereof then 
fine gold. 

T. That to the end we may find , and get Wiſdome, 
and have the gaine of it , we muſt firſt uſe Merchandiſe. 
This excellent, and beneficiall treaſure is prepared for 
us, and declared to us, without and before anything 
be required of us , as is before shewne : But that we 
may partake of it , and its benefit ſomewhat is required 
of us as God is enabling us, There is firſt good prepa- 
red for men, and shewed to them, before any thing be 
required of them, Mice.6. 8. But then there are come« 
mandments given to us by the Lord Jeſus. The hus- 
bandman muſt firſt labour , faith the Apoſtle, before 
he be partaker of the fruit; Conſider what I ſay, and the 
Lord give thee an underſtanding in all things. 2. Tim.2.5-7. 
Hence our Saviour faith , Labour not for the meat that 
pertheth, but for that which indureth unto everlaſting life, 
which the Son of Man will give unto you , (in thus exerci- 
ſing your ſelves) Foh. 6. 27-29. Itisinthisalſo, and 
molt certainely true ; The diligent hand maketh rich ; 
and the ſoule of the diligent shall be made fat ; but the ſoule 
of the ſluggard deſireth , and hath nothing , the idle ſoule 
shall ſuffer hunger. Prov. 10. 4,5. and 13. 4 and 19. 15. 
ad 20, 4, Hence ſuch precepts are given to us. Prov. 
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4-5, 7, and 6.6,11, In this inſtruction then we shal! 
briefly inquire and confider. 

1. What is this Merchandiſe here commended to us? 
,- 2. Why itiscalled, and compared to Merchandiſe? 

T1. What is this Merchandiſe here commended to 
us, and what is needfull hereto? to this we have ſpo« 
ken already , and hall therefore breifly ſay. 

I. There is contained in it, and needfull to it, an 
hearing, and learning of the father, that we may 
know where it is, and is to be had by us, and the ex- 
cellency of it , that we may ſeek it, and in the right 
place ; how shall we beleive on him of whom we have not 
heard? Rom. 10. 14. 17, 18. that the ſfoule be without 
knowledge it is not good , and we canoot know unleſs 
we heare and learne of God; naturally weare igno- 
rant, and know not Gods name, or his Sons name , 
but every word of God is pure, Prov. 30. 4, 5. leteve- 
ry man therefore be ſwift to heare the word of truth ; 
and to heare in hearing : tolearne of Chriſt to know 
him , who is made knowne to us in the holy ſcriptures 
and in his ordinances, and in the aſſemblies of his peo- 
ple, let us then bow downe our eares; and heare the 
words of the wiſe , Fam. 1.18, 19. Prov. 22. 19, and 
8. 33. and 19. 2. | 

2. There is diligence, and;induſtry , eſpecially of 
the ſoule, to be uſed , and exerciſed , that we may 
get, and be made partakers of it; to wit, an exerci- 
{11ng our ſelves in the law of the Lord day and night ; 
as 1s ſaid of the vertuous and wiſe Woman ; she gir- 
deth her loines withſfrength, and ſtrengthneth her armes ; 
wher: she perceiveth her Merchandiſe is good ; her candlyg 
goeth not out by night , Prov. 31. 17, 18. ſo there 1s re- 
quilite hereto, and contained herein , a diligent ſce- 
king , and ſerious ſearching for , and earneſt drawing 
out this ſound Wiſdome; and a fafe laying it up, and 


keeping it , when we have foundit, and thereto rea- 
ding 5 
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ding, and ſearching the Scriptures of truth, meditating 
therein, praying unto God to open our eyes, and give 
us Wiſdome ; and as we finde his words to eat them 
that they may be the joy and retoycing of our hearts, 
Matth, 13.45. Joh. 6.27. Maith 6.33. Prov. 8.17, 18. 

2. Now this ſpirituall exerciſe may be called, and 
compared to Merchandiſe. | 

1. To ſignify to us , that this excellent commodity 
of Wiſdome , and underſtanding 1s not in our ſelves , 
as is before noted ; we mult ſccke it elſewhere , even 
without us in Chriſt Jeſus, as declared to us in the 
goſpell. As thoſe things that merchants ſeek after , 
they have them not of their owne, but the merchants 
ships bring their commodites trom a farre, Prov.31. 14... 
ſo this Wiſdome is above , and farre of fromus; and 
the tidings of it is good newes from a farre countrey. 
Prov. 25.25. inus, that is, in our flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing; we have no ſound wifdome, or under- 
ſtanding in us; thete is none.that underſtandeth. Rom. 
2. 10, II. and 7. 18, but theſe treaſures are hid in 
Chriſt; and yet they are brought nigh to us in the 
word of faith; and inthe preaching of at they are in 
our mouthes, and in our hearts, thar we mizhr receive 
them ; they are bruught to us 1n the Scriptures , and in 
the opportunities we have to heare the goſpel}, as com=- 
modities, are brought nigh to men ina mart , or mar- 
ket: But we are without this Wiſdome naturally , and 
from our firſt bith, Thoſe are ungodly , and antichri- 
{tian ſpirits who ſay, the true light , Chriſt, is in every 
man ; for Chriſt is in heaven, and no otherwiſe had 
but.11n receiving him , even in beleiving on his name. 
oh. 1.12. and ho that hearcth , and learneth of the 
Father cometh unto him ; and therefore he is natu- 
rally at a diſtance from him. Fohz 6. 45. 

2. Itis called, and compared to Merchandiſe, to in- 
{ſtruc} us, that we muſt part wu ſomewhat , that we 

may 
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may have this excellent pearle , as alſo before is ſaid. 
Commodities are ſold to, and therefore muſt be 
bought by the Merchants, before they have them , 
or ſomewhat muſt be parted with by the Merchant for 
them. Prov. 31.24. The Kingdome of Heaven u like unto 
a Merchant man ſeeking goodly pearles (a good heart , 
good frames, and qualifications) who when he had found 
one pearle of great price (Chriſt in the goſpell in whom 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, and in 
whom isall good) he went and ſold all that he had (all 
his former riches righteouſneſs , confidences, hopes for 
Heaven, markes, ſ{ignes, &c. and bought it. Matth. 13. 
4.5, 46. Indeed, herein alſo is a difference between the 
earthly and heavenly Merchandiſe: The Merchants 
of this World part with ſomewhat uſually that is in 
ſome meaſure worthy , or judged worthy of the com- 
modity ; But we have no worth, nor worthineſs , and 
therefore can parth with , nothing which may in the 
leaſt be of like value with Wiſdome : And therefore 
he that hath no mony is invited to buy, and to buy 
without money and price. T/ay. 55. I. Yet we muſt 
buy Wiſdome, and underſtanding. Prov.23. 23, and 
to that end we muſt forſake all rhat we have. Luk. 
I4. 33. 

" , This fpirituall exerciſe is likened to Merchandiſe 
alſo, becauſe as in the earthly Merchandiſe a man 
meets with many troubles, and ſtormes ; Their tra- 
ding being much upon rhe ſea; and they being placed 
neare the ſea. Ezek. 27. 3. They meet with many boi- 
ſterous windes, and troubleſome ſeas, which many ti- 
mes doe aftright them , and threaten danger to them : 
90 allo in ſeeking after this ſound Wiſdome , Many 
are the afflietions of the righteous. P/al. 34. 17 - 19. They 
have many contrary windes of evill doctrines an- 
noying them, and hindering them in this purſuit , and 
indeayouring to corrup; them, and draw __ oft 
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from liſtening to Wiſdome, and ſeeking , and getting 
underſtanding. Prov. 9. I - 6. 13 - 17. They are indea- 
vouring to toſs them to and fro. Epheſ. 4. 14. that they 
might drive them back, or cauſe them to come into 
their pretended harbour , which will not indeed ſecure 
them. Gal. 5. 7. Prov. 7. I-18. and many ſtormes they 
meet with from violent dealars, and profane ones ; 
many frownes and flatteries, many ſcofts, reproaches , 
and derifions ; many threats , and actuall troubles, and 
bodily perſecutions alſo ; impriſonments, ſpoilings of 
their goods , loſs of liberty , name, yea and lifeallo , 
when their enemies have permiſſive commiſſion gi- 
vento them, Matth. 10. 38, 39. Sothat, as it is need- 
full for us in coming unto, and following Chriſt Jeſus 
co deny our ſelves, and fell all that we have; So alſo it 
is needfull to take up our croſs daily, and follow him. 
Luk. 14. 26,27. Matth. 16. 24. Such as uſe this Mer- 
chandiſe muſt exſpect to meet with manifold tormes 
and tempeſts ; The floudsof the ungodly lift up, they 
lift up their voice , they lift up their Waves. P/al. 18. 
4, 5. and 93. 2,4.. They shall be hated of all men, and 
ſuffer Perſecution , who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Matth, 10. 22. 2 Tim. 3. 12,13. Yea and their Lord 
and Maſter will be more abundantly trying , corre- 
Cting, and chaſtening them , not to diſcourage them in 
their way, but to purify them, and try them, and make 
them white to the time of the end : The raine will 
deſcend, upon them, and the floods beat , and the win= 
des blow : and it is good, and needfull for them to 
know this , who reſolve to exerciſe themſelves in this 
Merchandiſe, that when perſecutions & affliftions 
ariſe for the goſpell ſake, they may not be offended , 
or count it ſtrange concerning the fiery triall, as if fome 
{tronge thing happened unto them. Luk. 14. 25, 26- 
33. 1 Peter 4. 12. Matth. 7. 24,25. 
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and may lawfully be propoſed by us: Thoſe that uſe 
Merchandiſe in this World doe it to this end, that they 
may inrich-themſelves by their trafique, and trading. 
Exe#. 27. 12. and 28.5. in all labour there is profit 
aimed at , and ſought after. Prov. 14.23. and indeed 
this- is the great thing the Merchants of the earth pro- 
poſe to themſelves , that they may inrich themſelves z 
and therefore they willingly adventure, and indure 
many ſtormes, and goe thorow much foule weather. 
Revelat. 18. 11- 17.23. So alſo thoſe that trade for, 
and in this heavenly commodity , may bave reſpect to 
the recompence of the reward , to that gaine which is 
better then that of fine gold : the hope of this is that 
which cauſerh them to labour, and ſuffer reproach ; 
and forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thuſe things that are before, to preſs toward the 
mark , for the prize of the high calling of God im Chriſt 
Jeſu: Philip. 3.13314. This is the motive the faith- 

Il and true witneſs uſeth , to ingage thoſe who were 
wretched , and miſerable, and poore, and blind, and 
naked, to liſten to his counſell, and buy his commo- 
dities, becauſe they were gainfull, to wit, gold tried in 
the fire wherewith they might be made rich, and white 
raiment, &c. Revelat.3. 17,18. and becaule of this 
]4ine propoſed, they who are ſpirituall, and heavenly 
Merchants , are ſtrengthned to beare up againſt all 
{tormes, and to hoiſe up their failes in all foule weather, 


_ and not to faint, but ſet their faces like a flint, knowing 
- that their light affliction which is but for a moment , 


worketh for them a farre more exceeding eternall 


weight of glory, While they look not on the things : 


that are ſeen, but on the things which are not ſeen. 
2 Corinth. 4. 16-18. They doe not fo obſerve the 
wind as to be diſcouraged, but the gaine being fo 
ſweet, and delightfull, it cauſeth them to trade , that 


, they might get more knowledge of Chriſt , and God 
In . 
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In him , more acquaintance with him , and conformity 
to him ; that they might adde to their faith vertue ; 
and to vertue knowledge ; and to knowledge tempe- 
rance ; and to temperance patience; and to patience 
godlineſs ; and to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs ; and 
tro brotherly kindneſs charity ; and that their pound 
might gaine five or ten pound ; and that at laſt they 
might be made partakers of the hope of eternal life , 
Luk. 19. 15, 18. this makes them lanch out into the 
deep amidſt the waves, and billowes of the ſea, and 
to feare no weather, becauſe they know they shall reap 
1n Joy; and at laſt partake of that glory which eye hath 
not ſeen, nor eare heard, nor hath it entred into the 
heart of man to conceive ; this hope ſaves them , and 
ſtrengthens them with patience to wait, and with re- 
ſolution to hold on their way, and not to feare what 
flesh can doe unto them ; and this gaine makes them 
willing to count as loſs thoſe things that formerly were 
eainfullto them; and to ſel, and part with all, that 
by any meanes they may attaine the reſurreCtion of 
the dead : no ſtormes, or blaſts they muſt indure, 
and paſs thorow ; no goodly things they mult forgoe, 
and part with ; no flatteries and inticements they meet 

withall, move them , while the eye is fixed on this 

great gaine : but hethat hath this hope in him , puri- 

fieth himſelfe , even as he is pure, Ad. 20, 19, 24. 

1 John. 3. 1,3. 

5. This exerciſe may be compared to merchandiſe , 
becauſe we should ſeek after this heavenly Wiſdome, 
that we might impart it to others: thus tis with the 
merchants of the earth ; they adventure for commo-' 
dities, and buy them , that they may ſell, and get 
o4ine , as before: and herein merchants are difterene 
ced from many other buyers; many others buy for 
themſelyes, and their owne uſe oneiy ; or for their 
owne families : But Merchants 4 not —— 

3 Tor 


(70) 


for themſelves, and their families onely , but that they 
may {ell to others, to any that will buy of them 3 and 
this is part of their trade and traffique. Ezek. 27. 33s 34. 
So thoſe wiſe, and ſpirituall Merchants should ſeek and 

et Wiſdome and underſtanding, not for themſelves, 
or their families onely , though eſpecially they are to 
ſeek their good ; and to teach and inſtruct their Chil- 
dren diligently ; and fo talk unto them when they fit 
in the houſe, &c. Devt. 6.4 - 9. But they are alſo to 
impart Wiſdome to others ; I ſay not, ſell it, however 
not in ſuch aſenſe asro part with it, and let in goe; 
the Ho: Ghoſt hath inſtructed us to buy the truth , and 
not ſell it, Prov. 23.23. but to diſperſe it , as inſtru- 
ments in the hand of God , to others : this is the exer- 
Ciſe of wife men , and hereby they ſtill grow richer, 
according to that , in the houſe of the righteous is 
much treaſure ; the lips of the wiſe diſperſe know- 
ledge (hereby they are more filled with treaſure, to 
him that hath shall be given) but the heart of the foo- 
lieh dorh not ſo, Prov. 15. 6, 7. this is the way for 
merchants to grow rich, to diſperſe their commodi- 
ties to others ; and hereby shall the wiſe merchant 
increaſe knowledge ; the more he ſcattereth , the more 
he increaſeth ; the liberall ſoule shall be made fat, 
and he that watereth shall be watered alſo himſelfe, 
Prov. 11.24,- 26, Chriſts diſciples are the light of the 
World ; and are inſtructed to shine as lights in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation , holding forth 
the word of life in word and converſation , Phihp. 2. 
I4.- 16. this liberty and authority he hath given them , 
who taught them their trade , and committed to them 
His goods, and gave them ability to traffique there- 
with; IT meane, he who is king of faints, who is 
their judge , to plead (their cauſe , and right their 
wrongs, and juſtify them when thy arc unjuſtly con- 


demned ; Who is alſo their Law-giver , and Statnte- 
maker; 
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maker ; Whoſe lawes they ought to obſerve , and ac- 
cording to whoſe ſtatutes they are to act, and by which 
to be judged: And who is their king, to fave them 
from all evill, and enemies; and to help them as the 
needs of their matters require , T/ay. 33. 22. Andifany 
of them should forbeare to exalt , and promote Wiſ- 
dome to others, becauſe they are forbidden by men ; 
or becauſe danger threatens them 3 or on what ac- 
count ſoever they hide their talents, it will tend to 
their great dammage, if not to their utter undoing z 
from him that hath not shall be taken away that which 
he hath ; thoſe who are unprofitable ſervants shall be 
caſt into utter darkneſs, where shall be weeping, and 
gnashing of teeth, LZyk. 19. 26. Matth. 13. 12. and 
25.29, 30. their Apoſtle, and the Bishop of their ſou- 
les, hath inſtructed them , to exhort one another 
daily ; and as they have received the gift , ſo to mi- 
niſter, as good ſtewards, &c. Hebr. 3. 1, 13. 1 Petr. 
4. I0. with Chap. 5. 1. I Thefſ. 5. 11, 12. and thoſe 
that are indeed Wiſe merchants are found in this exer- 
ciſe, to invite others to this excellent commodity : 
the ſpirit and the bride ſay come : and let him that 
heareth ſay , come; and whoſoever will let him come, 
and take of the water of life freely, Ifſay. 55-1. Revel. 
22. 16, 17. the very end wherefore they are brought 
into ſo neare a relation to Chriſt, and have this trea- 
ſure committed to them , is, that they might shew 
forth the praiſes of him who hath called them out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light , and call others into 
Wiſdom's houſe , that they in'eatingh her bread may 
be wiſe alſo, 1 Petr. 2. 4.- 9. Prov. 9. 1-6, with 2 Corint. 
II. 2. and Revel. 14. 4. 

6. And this may be compared to merchandiſe , be- 
cauſe this ſpirituall exerciſe of theirs should be their 
trade, as it were, their daily and continuall imploy- 
ment. As the merchandiſe of the merchants of the 
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and getting underſtanding, may be called , and com= 
pared to merchandiſe. 

2. Wecomein the next place to shew. 

1. That the merchandiſe of Wiſdome, and under- 
ſtanding , is better then the merchandiſe of filver, 

2. And the gaine there of then fine gold. 

1. The merchandiſe of Wiſdome, and underftan- 
ding 1s better then the merchandiſe of filver. And 
this nome 

I. Becauſethe commodity that is here traded for , 
even this excellent Wiſdome , and underſtanding , 
is better, infinitely better, unſpeakably, yea incon- 
ceivably more excellent thenfilver and gold : She x 
more precious then rubies, and all the things thou canſs 
deſire are not to be compared unto her , Prov. 3. 15, They 
are accounted amongſt men the beſt merchants of the 
earth, who trade for, and in, the moſt rich , and ex- 
cellent wares ; and their merchandiſe is eſteemed more 
excellent then the merchandiſe of thofe that trafique 
in meane, and inconſiderable things : Now therefore 
tne merchandiſe of the wiſe merchant muſt needs be 
molt excellent , becauſe he ſeckes after a pearle of 
great , yea of the greateſt price. How much better is it 
Zo get Wi/ſdome then gold! and to get underſtanding rather 
70 be choſen then ſilver, Prov. 16.16. Man knowes not 
the price thereof, the price it coſt, or the worth of 
this heavenly riches it cannot be gotten for gold neither 
shall fitver be weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be 
valued with the gold of ophir with the precious Onyx , 
or the ſapphire ; the gold and the cryſtall cannot equall it , 
and the exchange of it shall not be for jewells of fine gold : 
No mention shall be made of coral! , or of Pearles , for the 
price of 'Visdome is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall 
not equall it neither shall it be valued with pure gold. Fob. 
28.13--19. Wisdome, even Chriſt Jeſus, is the prin- 
cipall thing : And the law of his mourh is better then 
© 1 Es thou- 
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earth is their trade, their continued practice : other 
men may ſometimes buy what the merchant doth , 
but they are not therefore reckoned , or accounted 
merchants 5 but they are accounted , and are ſuch, 
who continue to buy and ſell, that they may get gaine, 
Ezek. 27. 13-24. fo they are wiſe merchants who 
with al their gettings get underſtanding, Prov. 4. 7. 
and they are ſaid to uſe merchandiſe becauſe they tra- 
de in, and with this heavenly riches : So he that had 
received the hve talents, went and Zraded with the 
ſame, and made them other five talents ; and likewiſe 
he that had received the two, &c. Matth. 25. 16, 17. 
To the ſame purpole it is ſaid in another Parable, that 
a certaine Noble man delivered ten pounds to his ten 
ſervants, and faid unto them, Occnpy til] I come ;* this 
was to be their continuall worke and imployment. 
And when he was returned, he called unto him his 
ſervants ro whom he had given the money , that he 
might know how much every man had gained by 2ra- 
ding , Luk. 19. 12-15. this ſpirituall merchandiſe is 
not an hearing ſometimes , and ſeeking ſometimes 
Wiſdome, but the making it ones buſineſs ; and happy 
are ſuch ſervants whom their Lord when he cometh 
shall finde ſo doing ; according to-that , 4lef/ed is the 
man that heareth me (not that hath heard for a little 
ſeaſon, but continues ſo doing) watching daily at my 
gates, waiting at the poſts of my doores, Prov. B. 34. 
happy are thoſe ſeryants who run to and fro that they 
may , grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt; Who follow on to 
know , thet they may know the Lord, win him , and 
be found in him; and who are shewing forth God's 
righteouſneſs, and his ſalvation all the day ;- and wal- 
king in the ſtrength of the Lord God , making men- 
tion of hisrighteouſneſs , even of his onely , P/a/. 71, 
14-24. Inſuchlike reſpeQs, this finding TO 
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thouſands of gold and filver. Prov. 4.6. P/. 119, 72,127. 
There is gold, and a multitude of Rubies , but the lips of 
knowledge are a Precious jewell, Prov. 28. 15. Yea this 
Pearle is better then that which many zealous , and re- 
ligious Merchants , are ſeeking after : They are ſeeking 
goodly pearles, they are ſeeking firſt ſome brokenes 
of heart, ſome love to Godand men; ſome marks, 
and frames , that from thence they may conclude 
Chriſt died for them , and God loves them ; they are 
ſeeking after ſome knowledge of God , zeale for God, 
hatred of ſin, and victory over their corruptions , as 
it were by the Work, of the law , and before they da- 
re come to Chriſt ; and to this end they labour, and 
are heavy laden, and weary themſelves in vaine, and 
to no purpoſe. But this is a pearle of great price , even 
Chriſt as declared in the gogspell , in and with whom 
God gives all things ; here he gives wisdome , and 
underſtanding to us , hereby he quickens to a lively 
hope; by him he gives repentance , and forgiveneſs 
of fins, here he gives the manifeſtation of his love to 
us before we love him 3. he is the fountaine of all gra- 
ce and truth : Hence the Wiſe merchant who was ſee- 
king goodly pearles, when he fqund this one pearle of 
great. price , went and ſqld all that he had and bought 
it, Matth. 13. 45, 46' Philip. 3. 44 9. Chriſt is made of 
God Wisdome, and righteouſneſs, and fanctificati- 
on, andredemption : Yea he 1s all in the new creati- 
on , that wemight come unto him , and of his fullneſs 
receive , grace for grace. 1 Corinth. 1. 30. Colef. 3. 11. 
O that we did in deed know his excellency , and co- 
melineſs ! That we might receive his inſtruction and 
not ſilver: And knowledge rather then choice gold. 
For Wisdome is better then rubies , and all the things that 
may (Poſbbly , and lawfully) be defered, are not tobe 
compared to it. Prov. 8. 10,11. 


2, The merchandiſe or exercise , in ſeeking , get- 
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Go 7, and drawing out this Wisdome and underſtan- 
ding is better then the merchandiſe of filyer. For 
1. Itis more honorable in the ſight of God and all 
g00d inen; The merchandiſe of the earth is in eſteeme 
among men z and thoſe that uſe it are ſome of them , 
princes , and the honorable of the earth. 1/ay. 23. 8. 
2 Chron. 8.27, 28. Revel.18,23. But this is more honou- 
rable, not in the ſight and account of fooles, but in the 
judgement of him who is perfect in knowledge, and 
of thoſe who are taught of , and led by him truly God 
hath no high account of the riches of this World, nor 
of thoſe that labour for them. Will he eſteeme thy ri- 
ches? no not gold, nor all the forces of ſtrength. Fob. 
36. 19 Prov. 23. 4. But thoſe that honour him , who 
referre him above all other things , and heare Chriſt 
Jekn (for he that honoureth notthe ſon , honours not 
the father that hath ſent him) he will honour, he will 
oreatly , and highly eſteeme them , both now and he- 
re after: And thoſe that deſpiſe him, and love their 
oold or filver, or children aboye him , shall be lightly 
eſteemed , 1 Sam. 2.30, Hence we have this motive 
propoſed , to ingage and prevaile with us to get Wis- 
dome , and underſtanding , she shall bring thee to ho- 
nour (not onely hereafter but) when thou doſt imbrace 
her Prov. 4. 5-8. the way of life is above tothe wiſe it & 
above any other way , that he may depart from hell be- 
neath , Prov. 15. 24. the converſation of ſuch 1s in 
heaven ; and they are minding , and trading for, and 
in heavenly things, Philip. 3. 19, 20. and as high as 
heaven is above the earth , ſo anſwerably the exerciſe 
of thoſe that are ſeeking after, and dwelling in heaven, 
is higher then the Merchandiſe of thoſe who ſeek gold 
and {ilver : aud indeed to be the ſervant of Chriſt in 
this exerciſe is the higheſt honour , and moſt honou- 
rable ſervice , and exerciſe; ifany man ſerve me, faith 
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dn this maſter shall be honoured , Joh. 12. 26. He that 
bath my commandments , my word , and goſpell , and kee- 
peth them, ſaith our faviour , he it 1s that leveth me ; 
and he that loveth me shall be loved of my father : and 1 
Till love him , and will manifeſt my 's of unto him , as | will 
not doe to the World, and thoſe that trade for that 
onely ; and my father and I will come unto him ; and 
not onely give him a short viſit, but we will make our 
abode with him. W hat an honour is this to have the fa - 
vour of and fellowship with the fathcr , and with his 
ſon Jeſus Chriſt ? and this honour have all his ſaints, 
who are exerciſing themſelves in this heavenly mer- 
chandiſe, Foh. 14, 21--23. and thoſe that are led by 
Wiſdome honour them that feare the Lord P/. 15. 4. 
and are inſtructed to hold them in reputation , and 
very highly to eſteeme them in Love, for their works 
ſake, who are lanctifide and made meet for their ma- 
ſters uſe , and prepared to every good worke, P41l.2.29. 
I Theſſ. 5. 11, 12,13. 

2, This heavenly exerciſe is better then the Mer- 
chandile of filver , Lam it is more pleaſing ro God : 
men may laudably ſerve God in any work of his pro- 
vidence he pives them to beexerciſed in ; and may , 
while they are ſo exerciſed, with the blesfing of God 
become rich ; though when that is the higheſt end ai- 
med at, it is difpleaſing, and abominable to God, 
Prov. 23. 4. Luk. 16, 15. but ſtill to cry after Wiſdome, 
and lift up the voice for underſtanding , this exerciſe is 
better in the eyes of God then to ſcek filver , or the 
riches of this World. So much is ſignified to us in 
what is ſaid of Solomon who wrote this booke of the 
Proverbs. When the Lord in viſion had bidden him 
to aske what he should give him, Solomon deſired 
Wiſiome and knowledge ; anda wiſe and underſtan- 
ding heart, And the ſpeech pleaſed the Lord that So- 
{ 401 had asked thisthing ; And God ſaid unto him 
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berauſe thou haſt asked this thing , and haſt not acked fov 
thy ſelfe long life , neither haſ# asked riches for thy ſelfe 
wor the life of thine enemies ; but halt asked for thy /elfe 
underſtanding , behold I have done according to thy Word 
1 King.3. 5, 12: 2 Chron. 1. 7,12. our ſaviour inſtructs 
us firſt to ſeek rhe. kingdome of God; and rather to ſeek 
that then any of the things of the world : and the king- 
dome of God is not meat and drinke, but righte ou- 
ſneſs, and peace, and ioy in the holy Ghoſt, For he 
that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is wel pleaſing to 
God, aud approved of men, Matth.6.33. Luk.12.30,31. 
with Rom. 14. 17, 18. God hath no pleaſure in fooles , 
that are deſtitute of , and lightly eſteeme this excellent 
Wiſdome, Ecvcleſ. 5.4. but there is ioy in heaven : and 
it even reioyceth the heart of our heavenly father when 
we retaine his words , and there.thorow get Wiſdo- 
me, and underſtanding: it maketh his heart, as it we- 
re, glad, Prov. 10. 1. and 27.11. Whoſo loveth Wiſdos 
me reioyceth his father , Prov. 29. 3. hencethat; my ſon , 
if thine heart be wiſe, my heart shall reioyce , even mine ; 
yea my reynes shall rejoyee,when thy lips ſpeak right thmgs , 
Prov. 23. 15, 16. | 
3. This ſpirituall merchandiſe is better then the 
merchandiſe of ſilver , becauſe it is more pleaſurable 
delightfull , and joyous to us , while wee ſek this Wil- 
dome with the whole heart. The Ho: Ghoſt doth he- 
reby evidence and demonſtrate that the Merchandiſe 
of Wiſdome and underſtanding is better then the Mer- 
chandiſe of ſilver , becauſe her wayes are wayes of plea* 
ſantneſs ; and all her pathes are peace, Prov. 3. 14, 17. 
My ſon ſaith Wiſdome , eat thou honey becauſe it is good 
and the honey-comb which is ſweet to thy taſte. So shall the 
knowledge of Wiſdome be umto thy ſoule when thou haſ# 
Found it ; then there shall be a reward,e&c. Prov. 24..1314- 
The words of Wiſdome aro pleaſant Words, even as 
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bones : yea they are — ſweet, ſweeter then 
honey , and the honey-comb , Prov.16.24. P/al. 19,10. 
and 119, 103. Prov. 2, 10. Whatever pleaſure and de- 
light men finde in the earthly merchandiſe yet it falls 
Short of that they partake of who trade for Wiſdome ; 
there is no fullneſs of ioy in the former ; nor is it ſweet 
and delightfull to the moſt noble part of man, the 
ſoule ; that may be ſad and ſorrowfull enough in the 
midſt of all their outward ioy , and delight : for the 
World, about which they are exerciſed , and all the 
things there of , are broken Ciſternes that can hold no 
water. But the God of hope fills the ſoule with ioy and 
peace in beleiving; and with ſuch ioy as a ſtranger in- 
termedleth not with. Prov. 14- 10. Rom. 15. 13. 1 Petr, 
I. 8. while the heart is exerciſed in a beleiving mind 

fullneſs, and conſideration of the precious blood of 

Chriſt ; and of what there by he hath effefted and ob- 

tained in tohimſelſe , and is become ; and of the gra- 

ce of God as herein commended ; and of all the trea- 

Jures of Wiſdome and knowledge which are hid inthis 

myſtery ; it cauſeth them to rejoyce al wayes in the 

Lord, and to ioy in the (God of their ſalvation, and 

though they are as ſorrowfull, yet alwayes rejoicing , 

Habak. 3.15, 18. Phil. 3. 1,3. and 4. 4. 2 Corint. 6. 10. 

this is life to the ſoule, and health to all the flesh, and 
the more they are thus exerciſed , the more they in- 

creaſe in underſtanding , and thereby they increaſe 
joy in the Lord , who isthe onely true object of joy. 

T/ay 2.9, 19. For God giveth to a man that is good before 

him, Wiſdome , and knowledge , and joy but to theſimner 

(that wanders out of, or erres from the way of under- 

ſtanding) travell, to gather , and to heape up , that he- 

may give to him that is good before God, Ecileſ. 2. 26. 

4. The merchandiſe of Wiſdome, and underſtan- 
ding is better then the merchandiſe of ſilver , becauſe 
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file of it who ſeek it as men ſeek filver , and ſearch for 
it as for hid treaſure: men may ſeek for the treaſures 
and riches of this World , and not finde them ; they 
are uncertaine riches ; there 1s an uncertainty in get- 
ting , aſwell as in keeping, 1 Tim. 6. 17. though many 
times the diligent hand maketh rich , and they meet 
with profit and increaſe who are induſtrious , and dili- 
gent in their buſineſs, and however if they be skilfull, 
therein also ; yet this is not allwayes ſo. I returned , 
faith the preacher , and ſaw under the ſun, that the race 
is not to the swift ; nor the battell to the ſtrong ; neither 
yet bread to the Wiſe ; nor yet rithes to men of underſtan- 
ding 5 nor yet favour to men of skill , but time andchance 
happeneth to themall , Eccleſ. 9. 11. men may in vaine , 
and to no profit, riſe up early ; and ſituplate, and 
cat the bread of carefullneſs , Plat 127. 2. there 15a gre- 
at uncertainty in getting and retaining this unrighte- 
ous Mammon , especially by merchandiſe , the mer- 
chants ships may be broken in going for commodities ; 
or ſinke , and be caſt away when they are full and re- 
turning , 2 Chron. 20. 36, 37. Or trading may faile and 
decay : Orthoſeto whom they ſell and adventure their 
commodities may breake , or cheat and deceive them : 
or moth and ruſt may corrupt, and theeves break tho- 
row and ſteale : and however God hath not ingaged 
his word that thoſe that ſeek filyer and gold Shall cer- 
tainely finde what they aime at, and ſcek after. But 
in ſeeking Wiſdome with the whole heart we shall be 
ſure to findeit ; for God who cannot lye hath ſo pro- 
miſed, as hath been ſaid ; and theſe promiſes are , 
confirmed with the precious blood of Jeſus, whoin 
the vertue thereof is raiſed againe .' and is the Media- 
tor of the New Teſtament that the called may receive 
the promiſe of the eternall inheritance , Hebr. 9, 15. 
2 Corint. 1,20, Matth. 26. 28. hence our ſavior exhor- 
teth , arke arid it shall be given you ; ſeeke and Je, _ 
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finde , knock and it shall be opened to you for every one 
that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to 
kim that knocketh is shall be opened. If earthly fathers, 
who are evill , give good gifts to their children 3 how much 
more shall your heavenly father give the holy ſpirit , the 
ſpirit of Wiſdome and revelation, to them that aske him , 
Luk, 11. 9-13. Epheſ. 1.17. Prov. 2. 1-6. Jam. 1.5, 6. 
the Lord is good unto them that wait for him , to the 
ſoule that seeketh him; even herein he 1s good ; he 
will give himſelte unto them to be their Wildome and 
inheritance, and with himſlelfe all things that pertai- 
ne to life and godlineſs according to that ; ye shall call 
upon me and pray unto me , and I will hearken unto you ; 
and ye shall ſeek me , and finde me when jou ſearch * 7 
with all your heart ; and I will be found of you faith the 
Lord , Lament. 3.25. with Fer. 29. 12-14. and in di(- 
perſing this heavenly Wildome it shall certainly tend 
to the inriching of them : according to that be ftedfaſt , 
unmovable, alwayes aboundmg in the work of the Lord , 
foraſmuch as your labour shall not be in vaine in the Lord: 
in due time we shall reap if we faint not. 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
Ga/ar. 6.9, 10, What an incouragement is this for us 
to ſeeke Wiſdome , to get up, and be doing, when 
there is a certainty of finding ? and what a shame will 
it be for us to neglect the opportunities put into our 
hands ? are the merchants of the carth ſo diligent in 
ſeeking perishing ſubſtance , when alſo there is ſo gre- 
at an uncertainty of finding ? and shall we be ſo brui- 
tich and foolish as to have no heart to ſeek durable ri- 
ches and righteouſneſs , when there is a certainty of 
finding in ſeeking in the due opportunity ? thoſe that 
ſeek Wiſdome early shall finde her. Prov. 8.17. O'! 
let us not beslothfull , but diligent fo'lowers of them 
who thorow faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 
5, The merchandiſe of Wiſdome and underſtan- 
ding is the moſt excellent merchandiſe , þecaule it - 
mo 
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moſt ſafe, and ſecure from dangers and feares : thoſe 
that occupy themſelves in the earthly merchandile are 
expoſed to manifold feares, leſt they should loſe their 
coinmodities : yea and if they adventure upon the 
ſeas , they are in danger of loſing their lives: For many 
times God commandeth, and raiſeth up the ſtormy , 
winde , which lifteth up the waves thereof ; they 
mount up to heaven, they goe downe againe to the 
dephts , their ſoule is melted becauſe of trouble ; they 
reeleto and fro, and ſtagger like a drunken man, and 
all their Wiſdome is ſwallo wed up , P/al. 107. 25 - 27. 
yea and many times they loſe their lives alſo by ſtor- 
mes, or robbers, 8&c. And it they grow rich they 
are in daily danger , and feare, leſt rheeves should 
break in upon them , and ſpoile thein , or kill them ; 
and this feare hath torment and occaſions much diſ- 
quietment to them. ' But whoſo hearkneth ro Wiſdo- 
me shall dwell ſafely; and shall be quiet from the 
feare of evill. Prov. 1. 20-33. This is a motive laid 
downe by Wiſdome to ingage us to trade in this ex- 
cellent commodity, to keep ſound wiſdome and dif- 
cretion. Then shalt thou walk in thy way ſafely, and 
thy foot shail not itumble : When thou lieſt downe 
thou shalt not be afraid ; Yea thou shalt lye dowane , 
and thy ſleep shall be ſweet. Be not afraid of ſudden 
feare, for the Lord hall be thy confidence, and Shall 
heepe thy foot from being taken, Prov. 3.21-26. In- 
deed the wiſe merchants as men, and ſons of Adam , 
are ſubject to like paſſions and infirmitics as others , 
and foto feare and be afraid of danger : but this wiſ- 
dome /trengthneth the wiſe againſ# the feare of evill, 
more then ten mighty men which are inthe city. A wiſe 
man u ſtrong, yea a man of knowledge mcreaſeth ſtrength , 
Eccleſ. 7.19. and 9.16-18. Prov. 24. 5. the love of 
God knowne, and heartly belceved caſto:h out conti- 


nuall y that feare which hath torment , and makes men 
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bold asalion , 1 Joh. 4.18. Prov. 28. 1. theſe wiſe mer- 
chants know , that that good part and portion they 
trade in, and make choice of, shall never be taken 
away » Luk. 10.42, and that he that ſeeth the ſon and 
beleiveth in him $hall never perish , but have ever- 
laſting life. God preſerveth their ſoules, and none 
can pluck them out of his hand, who 1s greater then all; 
and though in this Merchandiſe, and tor Chriſt ſake 
they hate , and may loſe their lives in this World, they 
shall keep them unto life eternall. He that beleiverh 
in Chriſt, though he were dead yet shall helive, and 
he that liveth and belejveth shall never dye, Joh. 12. 25, 
26. and 11. 25, 26. the name of the Lord is aſtrong 
tower, and they run thereinto and are ſafe , and ſet on 
high from evill , and from the feare of evill: So that 
they can glorify God in the fires , and not feare any 
evill though they walk in the valley of the shadow of 
death. Wiſdome loves thoſe that love her : and the 
beloved of the Lord shall dwell in ſafety , the Lord 
shall cover them all the day long. Prov. 8, 17. with 
Deuter. 33. 12. 

6. The trading for heavenly Wiſdome is the beſt 
Merchandiſe,becauſe it is the moſt eaſy way,ecafier then 
the Merchandiſe of filyer and gold , this is the Motive 
and argumens Chriſt , the Wiſdome of God uſeth, to 
prevaile with us to come unto him, and learne of him, 
that his yoke is eaſy, and his burden light. Mazrh. 11. 
28 - 30. It may not ſo appeare to-our Wiſdome , but 
may ſeeme very difhculr; Yea it is a great myſtery in 
it ſelfe ; but it is madeeaſy, and is declared foto be by 
him who is truth it ſelfe ; and if our right eye cauſe us 
to offend , let us pluck it out, and become fooles, that 
we may beleive him. Amonglt men every one cannot 
be a Merchant of the earth : Some whatever Maſters 
and inſtructers they have, yet they want capacity to 
learne this myſtery of Merchandiſe ; and others , 4 
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caule of the difficulty of the imployment , though they 
may doe well while they are before the Maſters eye , 
and under his care, and inſtruction, yet when they 
trade for them ſelves they may be to ſeek , and thorow 
their unskilfullne(s be un fit for it , becauſe there are 
ſo many intricacies in it thorow the riſing and falling 
of commodities, and by reaſon of deceitfull men they 
may meet with, &c, And others though they have 
capacity enough, yet may be ſo poore as that they can- 
noth carry an end their trade z or ſuch heavy cuſtomes 
and impoſitions may be laid upon their goods, that 
they know not how to pay them and ſubſiſt, But any 
man may thorow the grace of Chriſt be a wiſe Mer- 
chant , to trade for, and in heavenly Wiſdome, as be- 
foreisshewne. There is a wiſe and gracious Maſter to 
teach them , even Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdome of God ; 
and he calleth , o ye ſimple underſtand Wiſdome, and 

e fooles be ye of an underſtanding heart : Heare, for 
j will ſpeak of excellent things; Good and upright is 
the Lord, therefore will he teach ſinners in the way. 
And though they have no capacity naturally, bur are 
all fooles, yet the Spirit is put upon him, and he will 
bring forth, and give judgement , capacity, and diſcre- 
tion to tnem that have none; which noeartly Mer- 


chant can doe to his apprentice. God hath given him 


for a light of the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, and 
unſtop the deafe eares. P/al. 25.8. 1/ay. 42. 1- 7. He 
is even eyesin his teſtimony to the blind ; and though 
they are dull of hearing and learning , _ they are 

and lowly 
in heart, and will not ſtrive, nor cry, nor cauſe his voi- 
ce to be heard in the ſtreets ; A bruiſed reed will he 
not break , and the dimly burning week will he not 
quench Matth. 11. 29. I/ay. 42. 2, 3. Hence he calleth 


| heare ye deafe, and look ye blind that you may ſee, 
| and not be diſcouraged becauſe of your naturall inca- 
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pacity: Who is blind as my ſervant? Or deafe as my 
meſienger that I ſent? Who is blind (thorow charity) 
as he that is perfect ? And blind as the Lords ſervant ! 


Secing many things (that might provoke him to caſt 


us off , and forbeare to inſtruct us) but he obſerveth 
them not , opening the eares, but he heareth not. 1/ay. 
42.18-20. with verl{. 1. And then he that cometh to 
him , he will never caſt out from under his care and 
inſtruction , but will ſtill guide them with his counſell 
and eye, untill he receive them to glory : The time 
of their apprenticeship to him is all their life time, 
they are ſtill the Lords ſervants, though free from all 
men. And the way of Wiſdome is made eaſy, and 
Plainc, as declared jn the teſtimony of Jeſus ; the rules, 
ordcrs, and ſtatutes not changeable , as Merchants 
here may be , but abide the ſame at all times: The 
way of the righteous 1s made plane, and raiſed up as a 
cauſey , ſo 2s way faring men , though fooles shall not 
erre therein. Prov. 15. 19. 1/ay. 35.8. Nor is this hea- 
venly commodity ſo deare as that they may not get, 
and obtaineit, but they may have it without money , 
and without price, even freely. T/ay. 55. 1. And though 
1: muſt be bought, yet every man hath that to buy it 
v/ithall ; and in parting with all he hath, shall be ma- 
de a partaker of it. Lk. 14.33. Nor will he lay ſuch 
burdens, and impolſitions upon any as to diſcourage 
them ; his commandments are not greivons, I Joh. 
5.2. this Merchandiſe is made eaiy by their gra- 
Cious and wiſe Lord, who is the head , Maſter, 
and orderer of the ſeekers ; and who is alſo the 
commodity to be foughtafier , and injoyed by them. 
Though there are exccllent things containd in Wit- 
dome, yet they are all plaine to him that underſtan- 
deth, and right to them that tinde knowledge , tho- 
row Wiſdomes inſtruction. Prov. 8. 4-10. Hence 


when our heycnly Father calls upon us , and provokes |þ 
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us to get Wiſdome, to get underſtanding, &c. that we 
might not ſay , this trade is ſo hard I cannot atraine it , 
he {1gnifeth , that he makes , it eaſy by his words; and 
therefore ſaith, inſtead of murmuring and queſtio- 
ning ; heare, o my ſon, and receive my fayings : I 
have taught thee in the way of Wiſdome, TI have ledd 
thee in the right pathes (inthe way of Wiſdome are 
right pathes, there are no turnings 1n it either to the 
right hand , or to the left; no thornes, ſnares, or 
ſtumbling blocks in ir) when thou goelt (therein) thy 
ſteps shall not be ſtrairned (there 1s roome cnough) 
and when thou runneſt thou shalt not ſtumble, &C. 
Prov. 4. 5 - 11. 27. with Jerem. 31. 9. and they that 
walk herein shall finde it an eaſy way ; their foulc shall 
dwell at eaſe, whatever troubles they have in the out- 
ward man, P/al. 25.13. Whereas thoſe that cxercite 
themſelves in the earthly merchandiſe meet with , 
not onely much wearineſs to the flesh, but alſo much 
vexation of ſpirit, Eccle/.2. 17, 18, 22, 23, 26. 4 {corner 
that nates in(truction and reproofe ſcekes Wiidome , 
and findes it not, but knowledge is eaſy to him that 
underſtands ; Prov. 14. 6. with chap 15. 12. and 9. 7.8. 

7. This ſpirituall merchandiſe is better then that of 
{ilver, becauſeit is more cleane and free from pollu- 
tion : there 1s much pollution and corruption cleaving 
to the carchly merchandiſe thorow our luit to the 
riches of this World, 2 Peter. 1. 4. the thing they trade 
In and for is called unrightcous Mammon , becauſe 
too often unrighteouſneſs is uſed ard exerciſed in tra- 
ding for it, Lu#. 16. 11. and the merchants of the carth 
doe very frequently poliute and defile themſelves in 
their trade and trathque ; accorging to that; He # a 
merchant , the ballances of deceit are in his hard , he loveth 
fo oppreſs , and deceive. And Ephraim faid, yet 1 am 
become rich , 1 have found me out /ſub/?ance , in all my ti 
tours they shall finde no iniquity in me, &yc. Hoſe. 12. 7, 
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there is many times much evill and fraud found with 
them in buying , much falſe ſpeaking, lying , and 
deceit : the getting of treaſures by a lying tongue 14 a 
wanity toſſed ts and fro, from one to another , of them 
that ſeek death, Prov.21.6. When they are buying 
then they diſcommend, diſparage , and diſpraiſe the 
wares they are about, that they may beat downe the 
price of them, and have them at a cheap rate. 7? 
raught , it 1s naught , ſaith the buyer ; but when he 5 
gone {1s way then he boaſteth :* praiſeth the commodities 
which betore he undervalued, and boaſteth what a 
good bargaine he hath gotten , Prov, 20. 14. and thus, 
and other wayes they goe beyond , overreach , and de- 
fraud others, 1 Thef/, 4.6. and many times in their 
Merchandiſing, they, to the end they may have a com- 
modity worth the buying , have fellowship with others 
in their unfruitfull workes of darkneſs , keeping com- 
pany with fwearers, drunkards, and profane ones , 
and too much loving their manners, according to 
what is ſaid of Tyrus. By the multitude of thy mer- 
cnendiſe they have filled the midſt of thee with vio- 
lene, and thou haſt ſinned , thou haſt defiled thy 
 ſanfuaries by the multitude of thine miquities, by the 
miquity of thy traffique , Ezek.28. 15-18. Andin ſcl- 
Iing, many times, there is much pollution found with 
men , boaſting of, and overvaluing their wares , as 
ſuppoſing gaine to be godlineſs, and that all is honeſtly 
come by that is that way gotten , which is a great evill, 
and tov commonly found with men in their trading z 
I Timm.6.5. Amos 8.5. Or if men be free from thoſe 
grols cvills in their buying and ſelling , yet many t1- 
mes their hearts goe afrer their covetouſneſs , and 
they love the world, and the things thereof, and , if 
riches increaſe ſet their hearts upon them ; and are 
highminded, or truſt in thoſe uncertaine riches , which 
things are an abomination in the fight of ork 
1 Job. 
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1 oh. 2.15, 16. 17Tim.6. 17, Epheſ. 5. 5. P/al. 62. 10; 


Bur the trading for and in this heavenly merchandiſe , 
is free from ſuch pollutions: This wiſdome that is 
from above, Chriſt as declared in the golpell, is firſt 
Pure , Fam. 3. 17. and the feare of the Lord , which is 
the beginning of Wiſdome unto man , and the 1n- 
ſtruction of Wiſdome, this is cleane , P/a/. 19. g. 
with Prov. 1. 7. and 15. 33. the feare of the Lord is to 
hateevill,' pride , and agrogancy , and the evill way, 
and froward mouth , Prov. 8. 14. they are , fooles that 
count it a ſport to doe miſchiefe, and make a mock 
at ſin, but a man of underſtanding hath wiſdome , 
which will preſerve him from ſuch folly, and from 
all evill , Prov. 10.23. and 14. 8, 9g. Wildome andthe 
way of getting Wiſdome, iscleane; and in walking 
therein we $hall be kept from every path of the de- 
ſtroyer, inall our converſation: we may, and half 
eſcape the pollutions of the world rhorow the know= 
ledge of our Lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Peter. 
2.29. this Wiſdome is an excellent preſervative, to 
preſerve us from the evill of the world, that we may 
not have fellowship with men in their unfruitfull wor- 
kes of darkneſs, but rather reprove them; to keep us 
from deceiving , and defrauding others in our buying 
and ſelling , and in all our exerciſe about the attaires 
of this life ; to preſerve us from covetouſnels, pride, 
deſires of vain-glory , and from every evill way : it 
is pure and purifying ; and an excellent Antidote to 
keep us from all the infeftion of (in: to deliver us 
from the way of theevill man, from the man that 
ſpeaketh froward things (and not the words of wiſdo- 
me, in which there is nothing froward , Prov. 8. 8. 
who leave the pathes of uprightneſs (the way of wil- 
dome) to walk in the wayes of darkneſs: who reioyce 
to doe evill, anddelight in the frowardnels of the wic- 
ked ; whoſe wayes are crooked, andthey froward in 
F'4 their 
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their pathes : And to deliver us from the ſtrange Wos 
man, even from the woman which Hfattereth with 
her lips on this account, becauſe this treaſure of hea- 
venly wiſdome is ſo pure and cleane , and will preſerve 
us from evill, the Ho: Ghoſt inſtructs us to ſeek it. 
Ger Wiſdome , get underſtanding , forget it not, 
neither decline from the words of my mouth , forſake 
her not, andsheshall preſerve thee , love her and she 
8hal keep thee , Prov.4.5-7.and2.10- 19. ands.1 = 4. 
and 7:4,5.andg.5,6. Epheſ. 5.11-17. Colof. 4.5, 6. 

8. The merchandiſe of Wiſdome is more excel- 
lent then that of ſilver, becauſe it is more profitable 
and beneficial] ; bur this leads us to the next thing to 
be conſidered by us. What hath been ſaid unto this in- 
ſtruction, to wit. That the Merchandiſe of Wiſdome 
and underſtanding is better then the Merchandiſe of 
Silver, both becauſe Wiſdome , which is the thing to 
be ſought after is more excellent , yea infinitely , and 
incomparably better then f:lver and gold; and the 
refore alſo the way of ſeeking and getting it i5-anſwera- 
bly better, more honourable, pleaſing to God pleaſant 
to the wiſe Merchant ; certaine ſafe eaſy cleane , and 
profitable ; may be of uſefullnels to us. 

I. Toshew onto us the ignorance and folly of the 
molt part of men, who in their eſtcemes, and practi- 
Ces preferre the things that are inthe World , before 
this heavenly, rich, and molt inriching commodity : 
ſuch are fooles in the account of Wiſdome , though 
they are lookt upon as, and accounted wiſe men in the 
World: They are fooles that deſpiſe Wildome and 
inſtruction. Prov. 1.2, 7. fooles they are: that hate 
knowledge, as all doe who love, and ferve the World; 
for no Man can ſerve two Maſters: cither he will lov c 
the one and hate the other ; or cleave to the one and 
forſake the other : Ye (laith Chriſt) cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon, Prov. 1. 22, with Matth. 6,24. He 
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that hath the World for his Maſter ; that ſerveth , and 
is ruled by , and obeycth it, cannot ſerve Chriſt as his 
Lord , for thele two are contrary the one to the other : 
No man can love the World and the Father; if any 
man love the World, the love of the Father is not 1n 
him. 1 eh. 2.15. It is no mans evill to ſerve God in 
any work of his providence he gives us to be exercilcd 
in; nay it isan evill which the Ho: (Ghoſt doth repro- 
ve, and condemne, to be idle, and {tothfull in buſinels : 
But this is mens folly , that they make the World, and 
the things thereof the Mazre thing to be ſought after , 
and gotten by them ; that they can watch , and look 
every one for his gaine from his quarter; thatthey can 
riſe early, and lit up late, and run, and labour for, and 
lay hold on every opportunity , and indure hardnels , 
and not matter shame, or danger, ſo they may bur 
getand increaſe their carthly tubitance : and meane 
time whena Price is put into their hands for getting 
Wiſdome, they have no heat thereto; they can ne- 
glect opportunities for getting this ſpirituall commo- 
dity , and then cry, there is4 lion in the way, I shall 
be {lain in the ſtreets: they are not valiant for the 
truth upon the carth , Ferem. 9. 3. butare fearſu!l, and 
afraid of ſufterings , shame, and reproach for Chrilts 
ſake; ashamed of him and his words in an evill and 
adulterous generation : What will become of tuch in 
the end? Chriſt will be ashamed of ſuch, when he 
cometh in his owne glory, and in the glory of his 
father, and in the glory of his holy Angells, Lz#. 9. 
23-16. with Mark, 8. 34-38. this is that which 1s 
greatly provoking to God , he was wroth with thoſe 
wno, when they were invited to comeintoy Wildoms 
houſe, and eat of her provition, made ligit of the 
invitation, and wert, oneto his farme , another to 
his merchandiſe ; Yea proteſts that none of them $hall 
faltc of his ſupper , Matth, 22. 4-7. with Luk. 14. 16-24, 
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oh that we may ſo conſider it , that we may walke cir- 
enmſpettly , not as fooles , but as wiſe , redeeming the time , 
( for-getting Wiſdome ) becauſe the dayes are evill, 
Epheſ. 5.15 - 17. 

2. Andlet us all be exhorted, ſeeing Wiſdome is 
the principall thing to get it; and with all our get- 
tings to get underſtanding. And to move hereto con- 
fider further. 

2. The gaine of Wiſdome and underſtanding is 
better then that of fine gold, of the choiceſt , and moſt 
refined gold ; and ſo better then the gaine of all earth- 
ly riches; though the gaine of gold if ir be honeſtly 
gotten , and to a good end laboured for , that we may 
honour the Lord with our ſubſtance, and with the farſt 
fruits of our increaſe, and live to him that died for us, 
and roſe againe, is good; Tet the gaine of ſpirituall 
Wiſdome 1s better, and more to be deſired then gold , 
yea then much fine gold ; and better then all the gain- 
full things here below ; and ſo have wiſe men accoun- 
ted it. Philip. 3.7, 8,9. Itis admirably, and inexpreſ(- 
fibly better. Prov. 16. 16. it is profitable unto all things, 
having the promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which is tocome, as is ſaid of godline(s: And indeed 
this Wiſdome, and Godlineſs are the ſame : Theroot 
and foundation of (3odlineſs is, God was manifelt in 
the flesh, juſtified in the Spirit ; the meanes and me- 
dium for making it knowne , and manifeſting it , and 
giving , and diſpenſing it, is , the goſpell, eſpecially as 
preached by the Apolies: The exerciſing our ſelves 
to godlinels is, beleiving with the heart on Chriſt as 
delivered to death for our offences, and raiſed againe 
torour juſtificarion, and glorified , as this ts declared to 
us inthe goſpell. 1 Tim, 4. 8. with Chapt. 3. 16. 

I. The gaine of it is better now, by it there is pro- 
ft to them that ſee the ſun. Eccleſ. 7. 11. For 
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life to them that get it, even ſpirituall , and eternal life, 
now by faith, and a firſt fruits of the Spirit, and all con- 
tained therein, which ſilver and gold cannot doe: 
Witdome is a defence, & money is a defence , bur the 
excellency of knowledge is , that Wiſdome giveth life 
to them that have it, Eccle/. 7. 12. hereby the Holy 
Ghoſt doth evidence thatrhe gaine of W i{dome is bet- 
ter then fine gold; and x guns propoſerh it asa mo- 
tive to move and prevaile with us to ſeek and getit; 
She is a tree of life to all that lay hold on her. Prov. 
3-17. And this is contained in the bleſſedneſs they 
meet with, and partake of , that ſeek and finde her ; 

Whoſo findeth her findeth life. Prov. 8. 32.35. As 
I. Ir giveth unto thoſe that finde Wiſdome , the 
forgivenets of fins ; by Chriſt all that beleive, are juſt i- 
fied from all things from which they could not be juſtified 
by the law of Moſes. A#.13.39. And this forgivenels of 
{ins1s included in eternall life; and therefore eternall 
life is oppoſed to condemnation ; and in having that a 
man paſleth from death to life. oh. 5.25. and being 
juſtified from their {ins by the blood of Chriſt , much 
more shall they be ſaved from wrath, even from the 
wrath of God , thorow him. Rom.5.9. Hereinits gai- 
ne is greatly preferred before fine gold , and all the ris 
ches of this World ; riches profit not in a day of wrath, 
but righteouſneſs delivereth from death Prov. 10.2. 
and 11. 4. Neither mens ſilver ,. nor their gold shall 
be able to deliver them in the day of the Lords wrath. 
Zephan. 1.18. their riches will not procure them a 
pardon from God (though they may from the Man of 
!1n) nor deliver them from his anger , andthe dread- 
full, and direfull effects thereof; their money will 
not obtain the remiſſion of thoir ſins when they come 
to dye; nor give them peace with God ; nor will this 
deliver in the day of wrath : But men $hall then _ | 
tNELT 
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their idolls of ſilver and gold to which they have given 
their loves and worship , to the moles , and to the 
bats, to goe into the clefts of the rocks, and into 
the tops of the ragged rocks, for feare of the Lord ; 
they shall then caſt their ſilver into the ſtreets, and 
their gold shall be removed , or, shall be as uncleaneſs; 
their 1ilver , and their gold shall not be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lords wrath. Tay. 2. 19 - 21. 
Ezeck. 7. 19, But this is the gain of Wiſdome : In 
finding and winning Chriſt, a man alſo receives remif- 
ſion of ſins, and deliverance from CGods wrath, and 
the fearcs thereof ; So as being juſtihed by faith , he 
hath peace with God thorow our Lord Jelus. Roy. 4. 
25, and5.1. To him give all the Prophets witnels , 
that thorow his name whoſoever belciveth in him shall 
receive the remitlion of fins. Ad. 10.43. 17oh. 5. 11, 
12. Andoh what a bleſſed priviledge is this! Itis even 
the ſumme of all bleflednels : Even as David deſcri- 
beth the bleſſedneſ(s of the man to whom the Lord 
impurtes righteouſneſs without works, ſaying , b/efſed 
inthe Man whoſe imiquities are forgiven , and whoſe ſm «s 
eovered , Pſal. 32. 1,2. with Rom. 4.5 -7. And itis al- 
ſo the inlctt unto all Salvation ; He givcth the know- 
ledge and injoyment of ſalvation thorow the forgive- 
neſs of fins. Luk. 1.77. Pſal. 103.1-3. Herethorow 
they receive ſalvation, and deliverance from his an- 
ger, the power whereof who knoweth! P/al. go. 11, 
12. The wrath of this King of Kines ts as meſſengers of 
death , but a wiſe man will pacify it. How ? not by hne 
gold ; but to this end , how much better #4 it to get Iiſ- 
dome then gold * Prov. 16. 14-16. 

2. ir gives to men the Spirit of life, even, that living, 
quickning Spirit which 15 Wildoms Spirit ; this mo- 
ney wil not get, or give: It was an heinous , provo- 
king iniquity in Sunon Magus, to offer money for the 
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Holy Spirit : and therefore Peter ſaid untohim , Thep 
money peruh with thee , becauſe thou haſt thought the gift 
of God may be purchaſed with mony, gy. AF. 8.18 -21, 
22, 23. But now this is the promiſe that Wiſdome 
hath promiſed the ſimple ones, who love their fimpli- 
City , and ſcorners that delight in ſcorning , and fooles 
that hate knowledge, that. in turning at her reproofs , 
She will poure out her Spirit unto them ; and faith , 
Behold , conſider, and mark this , for this is a wonder- 
full inriching gift of God. Prov. 1. 20 - 23. This Spirit 
is given by Wiſdome; it is upon, and reſteth upon 
Chriſt Jeſus, even the ſpirit of wiſdome and under- 
ſtanding ; and it 1s given as a ſpirit of Wiſdome, and 
revelation in the knowledge of Chriſt , T/ay. L1. 25 3. 
with Ephe/. 1. 17, 18. and by this ſpirit, wiſdome doth 
make knowne her words, Prov. 1.23. and theretho- 
row glorify herſelfe ; for it is the work of his ſpirit 
to beare witneſs of Chriſt, to glorify him, and take 
of his things , and shew unto us, that we might run 
unto him ; and that our hearts might be enamoured 


on him, and united unto him , and reioyce in him , 


Joh. 15. 26. and 16. 14. and thorow his glorifying 
Chriſt, and shewing unto men the excellency, and 
preciouſneſs of the flesh and blood of Chriſt Jeſus, 
this holy ſpirit doth quicken them to a lively hope by 
the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead , who by the 
grace of God taſted death for every man : it is the ſpirit 
that quickneth, x Pery. 1.3. with Foh.6. 35 - 63. and 
this hope in Chriſt makes not ashamed , becauſe the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the holy 
ſpirit: for while we were yet without ſtrength , in due 
time Chriſt died for tbe ungodly , Rom. 5,5, 6. But the- 
reby weare ſaved from being weary , and fainting in 
our mindes by reaſon of any affictions, or adverſity 
we meet withall ; and from our fias and idolls, 3008 
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8. 24.,25- 17oh. 3.3, and this hope is an anckot of 
the ſoule , both ſure, that which will not break : and 
ſtedfaſt, ſtanding faſt in Chriſt the rock , and there- 
fore will not ſlip , or deceive us; and which entreth 
into that within the vail , whither the fore-runner is 
for us entred, Jeſus, made an highprieſt after the 
order of Melchiſedec, Hebr. 6. 18- 20. this ſpirit of 
Wiſdome is an excellent gift of God; it is the ſpirit 
of truth , to guide into all truth; itis the comforter, 
to comfort us in all our tribulations : it is the ſpirit of 
life , to inliven, and quicken us : it is the ſpirit of 
Wiſdome, to open our blind eyes, and ſtill, and con- 
tinually to give Wiſdome to the wiſe: It is the ſpirit 
_ of adoption, ard freedome , whereby we cry Abba Fa- 
ther ; itisthe ſpirit of the feare of the Lord, to teach, 
and help us to reverence, and ſtand in awe of God, 
and to depart from iniquity : It is the ſpirit, where by 
we may abound in hope of the mercy of Chriſt, and 
God in him, unto eternall life ; and therefore it is ſet 
downe as that in which all good things are contained 
compare. Matt. 7.11. with Luk. 11.13. And it is ſo 
excellent in its gifts, influences , and operations, in 
bearing witneſs of the blood of Chriſt, and what he is 
become therethorow ; and of the water or free love 
of God commended everlaſtingly therein. 1 Foh. 5. 6. 
Well may it be ſaid, the gain of Wiſdome is better 
then fine gold. 

. Ir gives unto us the favour of God in which is 
lite. P/2/. 30. 5. Yea whoſe loving kindneſs is better 
then life. P/al. 63. 3. They are loved with peculiar 
manner of love that love Wiſdome. Prov. 8. 17, 
Chriſts Father will love them, and Chriſt will love 
them , and will manifeſt himſelfe unto them. Foh. 14. 
21. 23. Prov. 3.1-4. This is a motive {et downe by 


Wiſdome to ingage us to ſecke her ; and an evidence 
of 
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of the bleſſedneſs of him that findes her. Whoſo fin- 
deth her. — Shall obtain favour of the Lord. Prov. 8. 
32 - 35. The Kings favour 1s toward a wiſe ſervant, but 
his wrath is upon him that cauſeth shame , that deſpiſeth 
Wiſdome and is a foole. Prov. 14. 35. The favour of 
God is a wonderfully gainfull, profitable , and defara- 
ble thing; and therefore the ſervants of God have 
prayed that they might be favoured with the favour he 
beares unto his people, becauſe of the bleſſed advantage 
thereof. P/alm. 106. 4, 5. And have intreated that 
with their whole heart. P/al. 119. 58. this is infinitely 
better, and more to be defired then the favour of great 
men, and princes , for that is deceitfull; and it is better, 
and rather to be choſen then ſilver and gold. Prov. 22. 
1. Inthe light of the Kings countenance is life ; and 
his favour is as a cloud of the latter raine, to refresh, 
and revive, and fructify the ſoule , and to make itlike 
a watered garden : But how may we be made partakers 
of it ? Money will not procure , or give it: If a man 
would give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for love, it 
would utterly be contemned: Cars. 8.7. But this good 
underſtanding giveth favour. Prov. 13.15, andit may 
be had in getting Wiſdome, and hereby the Holy 
Ghoſt evidenceth intimately that the gaine of Wiſdo. 
me is better then fine gold , when he ſaith ; How much 
better 15 it to get Wiſdome then gold | and to get under- 
ſtanding rather to be choſen then ſilver. Prov. 16, 15, 16. 
O ! blefled are the people that know the joyfull ſound, 
They shall walk , O Lord, in the light of thy countenance : 
In thy name shall they rejoyce all the day , and in thy righ- 
reou/neſ; shall they be exalted : For thou art the glory of 
their ſtrength ; andin thy favour our horne Shall be exal- 
ted. P/al. 89. 15-17. Many there are that intreat the 
favour of the prince , and every mau isa friend to him 
Chat giveth gifts ; But he that getieth Wiſdome _— | 
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kis owne ſoule , he that keepeth underſtanding sha! 
finde good ; he shall findethe favour of, and feliow 
Ship with God , which is as farre above the favour and 
friendship of the kings and princes of the earth , as 
himſelfe is above them , unto whom none of the prin- 
ces, or kings of the earth may be likened, @r com- 
pared ; and before whom all nations are as nothing , 
and they are counted to him leſs then nothing , and 
vanity , Prov. 19.6, 8. and 3. 3, 4. T/ay. 40 15, 18. 

2. Thegaine of Wiſdome is better then fine gold , 
becauſe as it gives all things that pertain to life; fo 
alſo it gives all things that pertain to godlineſs, 2 Petr. 
T. 3. it is profitable to direct us thereto, that we may 
worship God in the fpirit, and rejoyce in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and have no confidence in the flesh, Ecclef. 10.10, 
and that we may be imitators, and followets of God 
as deare children. The feare of the Lord is the inſtruttion 
of Wiſdome , that which Wiſdome inſtructs us to , Prov. 
I5. 33. itteacheth us to reverence him , to give to him 
the honour due unto his name ; to truſt in him , Prov. 
22. 17,20. to depart from evill, Fob 28.28. to pray 
unto him , Eccle/. 5.1. to ſpeak profitably unto men : 
Prov. 15.2. to ſeck and increaſe knowledge , Prov, 
18. 15. and 21. 11. to rebuke others when need requi- 
reth , Prov. 25 12, Eccleſ.7, 5.to know when to ſpeak, 
and when to be ſilent , Prov. 17.27, 28. yea it is pro- 
fitable to direct, us in all our converſation, that we 
may give none offence in any thing to the Jew, or 
Gentile, or tothe church of God, but that we may 
doe all things that God in all things may be glorified , 
and the good of men, and eſpeciall good of beleivers 
may be purſued , and promoted hence the Apoltle 
prayes, and deſires forthe beleivers, that they might 
be filled with the knowledge of Gods will in all Wit- 
dome, and fpirituall underſtanding , that they _—_ 
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walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruit 
full in every good work, and increaſing with the in- 
creaſe of God ; and that they might be ſincere , and 
without offence til the day of Chriſt , Ph:4p. 1. 99 11. 
Coloſ. 1.9,11. and have inſtructed them to walk 1n 
Wiſdome toward them that are without ; as intima» 
ting, that this would teach them how to walk, and 
pleaſe God, and ſo help them to order their conver- 
ſation that he might be glorified in all things thorow 
Jeſus Chriſt , Colo/. 4. 5, 6. 

3- The gain of Wiſdome is better then fine gold , 
becauſe in ſeeking, and getting that we shall have 
all other chings appertaining to the naturall life , which 
are good, and needfull for us: ſuch meat, drink , 
cloathes, health, deliverance from trouble , conti- 
nuance of life, as he ſees good for us who is perfect 
in knowledge, and infinite in goodneſs , according 
to what our ſaviour faith ; teke 0 thought ſaying , what 
shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or where withall 
shall we be cloathed ? (For after all theſe things doe the 
Gentiles ſeek) for your heavenly father knoweth that ye 
have need of all theſe things: But ſeek ye firſt the kingdo- 
me of God , and his righteouſneſs ; and all theſe thmgs 
shall be added unto you , Matth. 6. 31,33. there are 
many things that gold wil not give which appertaine 
to. this preſent naturall life ; it will not give a man 
health in ſickneſs ; it will not make the life comforta- 
ble, but by occaſion thereof, many times it is more 
full of diſquietment , and vexation of ſpirit : it will not 
defend a man from danger ; but they that have it, and 
have much of it are rhe more expoſed to danger : it 
will not deliver from the feare of evill, but rather jr 
occaſionerh feare ro a-man : nor can a man there by 
adde one cubit to his ape ; a mans life conliſteth not 
1n the abundance of the —_ which he polleſſeth, 
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Zuk, 12. 15. But they that ſecke this Wiſdome $halj 
not want any good thing, P/zl. 34.8,10. and 84. 10,11, 
it is {o acceptable to (3ad that men ſeek this excellent , 
and heavenly , commodity that he will with hold no 
good thing from ſuch as are ſo exerciſed , 1 Tim. 6. 
$,6,8. ard 4. 4,8. it did ſopleaſe the Lord that So- 
lomon asked of him Wiſdome , and underſtanding , 
that he not onely gave that unto him , and a wiſe 
and underſtanding heart ; but he alſo gave unto him 
that which he did not ask to wit, riches ,. and wealth, 
and honour, 1 King. 3.5.13. 2 Chron. 1. 7, 12. riches 
and honour are in Wiſdoms left hand to diſpenſe 
thereof as is good, to thoſe that ſeek her, and there- 
fore she invites us to trade for her , Prov 3. 13. 16. 
and 8. 18. and God hath made proviſion in his great, 
and precious promiſes, and given us aſſurance , that 
with Chriſt he will alſo freely give usall things , Rom. 
$. 32. and all things are theirs who are Chriſts , the 
world, life , death, things prefent , and things to 
Come , 1 Cormth, 3.21, 23. how might this provoke 
and incourage usto get Wiſdome and underſtanding , 
and aſſure us, that the gain of it is excellent; and 
ſo help us to have our converſation without covetoul- 
neſs , and be content with ſuch things as we have , 
for he hath ſaid , I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee ; ſo that we may boldly ſay , the Lord is my hel- 
per , and | will not feare what flesh can doe unto mee , 
Hebr. 13.5,6. | 

2. And the gaine of Wiſdome and underſtanding 
is better then that of fine gold hereafter , infinitely 
better a mans life, as before is faid conſiſts not in the 
abundance of the things which he poſflefſeth , and 
much leſs eternall life : . but they that ſeek and get 
Wiſdome $hall inherit glory , and ſuch glory as eye 


hath not ſeen, nor care beard, nor hath it entred 
| | into 
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into the heart of man to conceive : this is contained 
in the motives that the Wiſdome of God maketh uſe 
of, to provoke us to get Wiſdome, and with all 
our gettings to get underſtanding: she $hall give to 
thine head an ornament of grace, a crowne of glory 
Shall she deliver to thee , Prov. 4.5, 9. and that which 
Shewes the excellency of its gain compleatly , is, 
that this ſalvation , glory , and happineſs shall be 
injoyed by ſuch for ever and ever. When the Ho: 
Ghoſt gives us a particular evidence of the excellency , 
and gainfullneſs of Wifdome, he faith , lepgrh of 
dayes is in her right hand , as the moſt excellent 
thing , Prov. 3.13. 16. even length of dayes for ever 
and ever P/al.21.4. this compleats its yer 
and demonſtrates its gainfullnels , and evidenceth 
the happineſs of thoſe that trade for it , and finde it ; 
Whatever glory , and bleſſednes were ſet before us 
hereafter to prevaile with us, and ingage us to ſeek 
Wiſdome ; if we might have in finding her delive- 
rance from all evill, and the favour of God, and fel- 
lowship with him , and fo the injoyment of all defi- 
rable, and conceivable good , yea of all good pro - 
poſed to us, yet it there were an end to ſuch injoy- 
ment , it would not be ſo truly gainfull, nor ſo de- 
firably precious : but in the injoyment of her there 
will be fullneſs of joy , and pleaſures in her right 
hand for evermore, Horein induad its gain appcares 
evidently to be better then fine gold ; riches arenot 
for ever, nor doth the crowne indure to all genera- 
tions , Prov. 27. 24. but torhem who by patient con» 
tinuance in woelldoing ſeek for glory, and honour , 
and immortality , will the Lord give eternal life, 
and poſſeſs them of an inheritance 1ncorruptible , and 
undefiled., and that paſſeth not away , reſerved in the 
heavens for them ; for the rhinos that are not ſeen are 
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eternall , 2 Cor:mth. 4.16, 18. Rom. 2.7. they shall be 
ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting falvation , and 
Shall not be ashamed , nor confounded world with 
out end this, wiſely conſidered , imbitrers the things, 
of this world , and weanes the heart from them , and 
crucifies them to the ſoule; the world paſleth away , 
and the luſt thereof , both the object of it, as gold, 
and ſilver, &c. Which are corruprible ; and the act 
alſo; but he that doth the will of God, in ſeeking 
Wiſdome , abideth for ever : there will be an injoy- 
ment of its gain to all exernity , and of the bleſſedneſs 
of thoſe that have and retaine her, there shall be no 
end : here is a commodity worthy our trading for , 
becauſe it is ſo infinitely , and eternally gainfull ; that 
which other merchants trade for will come to an end ; 
the merchandiſe of gold and ſilver, and precious ſto- 
nes, and of pearles, and fine linnen, and purple, 
and ſilk, and ſcarlet, and all ſweet wood , and all 
manner veſſells of ivory , and all manner veflells of 
moſt precious wood, and of braſs, and iron , and 
marble, andcinamon, and odours, and ointments , 
and frankincenfe , and wine, and oyle, and fine 
floure , and wheat, and beaſts, and sheep, and hor- 
ſes, and chariots , &c. shall all depart away; and the 
merchants of theſe things shall weep , and waile be- 
cauſe theſe riches shall come to nought , Revel 18. 
I1,22. But herein it will appeare that the Merchan- 
diſe of Wiſdome is better then filver , and the gain 
thereof then fine gold; and thar they are wiſe and 
happy merchants that trade for, and in this heavenly 
commodity , becauſe it hath the promilſe' of the lite 
to come; by this Wiſdome their dayes shall be mul- 
tiplied to all eternity , and the yeares of their life shall 
be increaſed , Prov. 9. 10, 12. and 4. 9, 10, 
Let all then be of uſefullnels to us, 
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1. Tetake us of from liſtening to Satan, the God 
of this world , whoſe work itis to glorify the things of 
this world, that we might love them , and ſet our 
hearts upon them, and for the ſake thereof neglett, 


anddeſpiſe this Wiſdome and to take us of from ad- 


miring, and being bewitched with Myſtery Babilon , 
or her merchandiſe , Revel. 18. and to help us to ceaſe 
from our owne Wiſdome , Prov. 23. 4. for all the 
gold and ſilver, and precious ſtones of this world will 
not make us happy; and if we should get never ſo 
much of this world, yet what will be our hope, though 
we have gained, when God taketh away aur ſoule ? 
Fob 27.8. Mark 8.36, 37, 38. | 
2. Andſecing there is ſuch a pearle of great price 
prepared for us , and propoſed to us , and which may 
be injoyed by us in ſeeking for it, even a treaſure to 
be delired , Prov. 21.20. O! letus incline our eare, 
and come unto Chriſt, let us heare that our ſoules 
may live, 1/ay. 55.this is a treaſure will make us happy 
in the injoyment ; the merchandiſe of it is better then 
the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gaine thereof then 


fine gold; she is more precious then rubies, and all 


the things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared to 
her : ler us then ſeek her as filver, and ſearch for her 


- as for hidden treaſure; and redeeme the time, and 


watch for and in all opportunities, that we may get 


. Wiſdome,, and with all our gettings get underſtan=- 
_ ding, conſidering aboveall, that this gain is everla- 


ſting. Hence the Wiſdome of God calls upon us to 
ſeek forher: Riches and honour are with me, yea du. 


- rable riches, ad righteouſneſs I was ſet up from ever- 


laſting now therefore hearken unto me, O ye chil- 
dren (ye ſons and daughters of men) for bleſſed are 
they that keep my ways : heare inſtruction and be 
wiſe , and refule it not bleſſed is the man that heareth 
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me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts 
of my doores ; for whoſo findeth me findeth life , and 
Shall obtain favour of the Lord : But whoſo finneth 
againſt me wrongeth his owne ſoule ; all they thar 
hate melove death , Prov. 8. 18, 26. O Lord, open 
our eyes to ſee , and make us willing to behold the ex- 
cellency of Wiſdome, that we may cry after her, 
and ſell all we have for the excellency of her , that we 
may win her, and retaine her, that at laſt we ma 
know & compleatly injoy the happy gaine thawol, 
in being delivered for ever from ſorrow , and fad- 
neſs, and having everlaſting joy upon our heads. 
Amen. Amen. 


February 25. 165%. Coppied out Tune 25. 1670. 
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